; UST_ MAN [-n Y 
OR, ||: 
TteD*claration of the Judgement 

of * James Arminius, Doctor rand | 


Profeffor of Divinity in the. 
Univerſity of Leyden; 


Concerning 


THE PRINCIPAL POINTS” I | 
'of Religion, ebefare the States of Hol-,, 3h 
One ig an and .VVepſniexland. PRE : WM 


To which is added ; 


Nine Quettions exhibited by. the > 
Deputies of the Synod, to the Noble 
Lords the Regulators of the 
Univerſity of Leydes. 


with their ſolution, 


Tranſlated fer the Vindication of Truth , by . 
Tobias Conyers a es of verer-boule 


p ambridge. - Aw lrthnc F 
Afagie < Veritas wy prevalcki oe re” 


. London, Printed for Henry £5 Ever ſdew ar the Gre y= 
hound in Pauls wry an 1657, ; 


| \ 


rein 


| 


Py 


THO His: 


HIGHNESS, 


| Oliver, Lord Pro- 


te&tor of the Common- 
wealth of Great Britaty 
«nd Ireland. 


Great Sir, 


hk Prefume the dc- 
& dication of theſe 
FS papers without 
Es any — to 
your rdſhip, 
having dann already preſcn- 
red to States and Princes ; 
not thar your.. Highneſs (in 
whom-ſo'many princely ver- 
wes are conſtellarcd) ſtood 
tn need of atranſlatioh, buc 
A 3 that * 


— 


chat - an - obvious Diale& 
might ſuperſede the pains of 
an Original Traverſe, and re- 
mir unto..your Lordſhip all 
poſſible time to ſatisfie the 
importuniry of thoſe affairs 
which do publickly folicite 
- you for a diſpatch of them, 
Had not the concernments 
of truth been of greater im- 
portance ro me thenany per- 
ſonal conſideration (though 
I am nor ſtupidly inſeciſible) 
I ſhould have been loth my, 
Lord Butin as much as 
the name of Armenzans Is 
violently obtruded upon us, 
who beleeve that Chriſt di- 
ed for all, and taſted death 
for every man according to 
the Scxiptures, whereby our 
perſons are indevoured to be 
rendered odious, - and the 

bleſſed word of the kingdom 
6: 2807E 8 ; | in 


pmm_— 


inour mouths ſcandalous and 
offenſive , I judged it reaſo- 
nable to offer rhe authors 
judgment to Engliſh view ; 
not that I defire the Tranfſla- 
tion of his ſhould be looktup- 


on as the interpretation of 


mine ( being never yet drawn 
by any inguifitory exami- 
nation to atull approbation 
or diflike of it ) but that T 
might pur an opportunity in- 
to the hands of 1naifferent 
men, of .rcfolving themſclvcs 
that Arminius was no fnch 
monſter in religion as ſome 
men have attempted to re- 
preſenc him, and that his 
name ſtands undeſervediy 
blotted in the Ecclefrasrrchk 
Rot's of continual obloquie. 
It was awortny cflay of 
You: Highneſs upon occaft- 

A 4 on 


on at VW hitehall;Thar it was 
not ſo much what a man 
held , but how he held it; 
( A religious calenture hath 
alwaics been a dangerous ma- 
ladie in the Eye of State- 
Phyſitians } Iam confident 
the DoRor in this draught of 
himſelf will abundantly pleaf 
you, in whom Learning and 
Ingenuity , Piety and Mode 
ration contend togerher for 
the maſtery , and this by the 
happy ducure of Chriſtian 
Principles 3 which it the like 
tenderneſs , candour and mo- 
deſty had bcen uſed by the 
Reformed Churches in Scot- 
land: and elſewhere , which 
for peace and charitie's ſake 
I ſpare to mention , they had 
nor given that caul to perſons 
of great andlefler quality to 

| com- 


C—_— 


Co __r 


rene em — 


complaine of them-,. and: oc- 
cafion'd lo great areproach 
and fcandall ro that common 
religion we all proteſſe, 


It would not become me 
to unrayell this bottom, ho- 
ping by the timely interpoe 
ſure of Your Lordſhips wiſ- 
dome and goodnels, with the 
care and prudence of thoſe 
noble Parriots about you, we 
may nor have ground (in 


. things of leſs alloy ) to expo- 


ſtulate in our own Country: 
rs well known (my Lord } 
what countenance the Scrip- 
tures , carry with the do- 
arine of general attonement, 
and how much it looks like 
the dodqrine of the Church 
of England (fo we call ir) 

and 


| E_— 
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and that the major part of the 
Biſhops and Doors during 
the Epiſcopal Hicrarchy, 
were deeply baptized there- 
into, and the late King him- 
ſelf : yer did they never dil” 
countenance piety and lear- 
ning in men of the contrary 
judgment, either in Country 
or Univerſity, by rendering 
them uncapable of imploy- 
ment,cither Civil or Eccle{i- 
astick , or draw them to rc- 
cant their opinions before 
their inſcirution and indudti. 
on into any. place : witneſs 
the credit and promotion of 
Sibbs, Preton, Pridjeux, Holds- 
worth; Bromrig, Love, Hal. 
&c. Nay great Strafford 
porn of the Courrt in the 
orth , did in the hearing of 
lome perſons , who are {till 
living teſtimonies thereof, 
publickly 


D C_— 


C : 
ublicklyſrebuke ſome Mint- 
| of the Arminian party 
ſocalled ( though he himſelf 
a great promoter of that in- 
tereſt )for bearing themſelves 
high upon court. fayour, and 
told them, it was the will of 
his maſter and the Doors of 
the Church, that all modera- 
tion ſhould be. uſed herein. 
The Sccene 1s altered; theſe 
Pluck'r off the ſrage,and your 
Lordfhip taken up. I ſhould 
be highly injurious to thoſe 
many ſacred vows and pro- 
reſtations your Highneſs 
hath ſo often made for Chri- 
{tian Liberty, ſhould I enter” 
rain a thought you would 
at: your part with leſs ten-: 
derneſs and indulgency than 
any of thoſe that have had 
theirfatal Exit, My Lord, 


| You have-been a man of- 


War, 


War, Liberty was that Mot- 
$50 1n your Exfign which' er 
comraged the Soldiers 'of 
Chriſt ro fight and pray uny 
der you, & tor which I make 
no queſtion vidory came fo 
often and lighed upon yout 
banner : 7 beſcech youby the 
mercies of God, and by what 
ever is dear Or near unto you, 
that you would nor expoſe us 
by your authority tothe wills 
of thoſe whoareſo ſtraitned 
in their principles, as their 
affeQions, in brorherly cole- 
ration are ſhut up agarnſtus 
| likewiſe; bur that all your 
Aas of Grace, like the Or- 
ders of Heaven iſſuing our 
from your great Maſter, may 
impartially look ro the good 
ofall. I cannot - (with! che 
zeal of Armintias) ' petition 
your Highneſs for -a Natio- 
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nal 


| 
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—— had 


nal Synod, and to eſtabliſh 
Eccleſiaſtick SanQtions by ci- 
vill authority, [leſt ic have the 
fame - event (or ſomwhar 
worſe) with the Dort-Confe- 
rence, but ( 1alving the honor 
and - conſciences ' of thoſe 
Centlemen, rhe commiſhos 
ners for Approbation of Mir 
niſters )x muſr needs think the 
narure of Orthodox and He- 
rerodox would be better 
proy'd by a fubſcripuon wo 
a known Contefſion of Faith 
drawn up mScripture terns8e 
_ according to web che 

reachers of. the Golpel 
might 8 ought to frame and 
level their judgments and do. 
arinesz then by the ſudden 
and extempore reſolves to 
a fewunpredimeditared Que- 
ſtions (trill rhe preſenrocca* 
ſion) lockt up, 1n chebreafes 
of ſome particular men. 


An 
& 
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{ 
And this Lam bold to offer 
to. your Lordſhip, nor as to 
one of Machtatells Princes, 
who will not follow Reli- 
gion too cloſe at rhe heels; 
Or to a Roman Galli, who | 
careth for none of theſe things, 
bur as to a good Foſzab, whole 
heart melted at the hearing of 
the Law, and covenanted 
with his God, to take away 
| all the abominartions out of 
> Chr0n-34 all the Countreys thar per- 
tained to the Children of 
Ifrael. That no Phargoh Ne- 
cho may come up againſt you, 
and the people of this Land; 
bur that peace and proſperi- 
ty may attend You, and your 
Name be as apretious.oynt- | 
ment poured our upon the 
inhabitants of Zion, 1s the un- 


feigned Prayer of 
June 5.1655. My Lord, 
Your Highneſs's moſt humble 


Servant, Tobias Conyers. 
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Mr IAOOON NY S0S 


" Tothe 
CHRISTIAN - READER, 


| del? + Ts the'chief intent of the 
Jz Author (as far as I can 


Judge) next to the Vindi- 

cation of Truth, and him 
ſelf, to ſet thy judgment right inthe 
great points of Predeſtination and 
Providence, and io ſhow the happy 
compliance "twixt the free and un- 
merited . grace of God and Mans 
Will, not ſacrilegronſly addmitting 
the laiter as a copariner-with the 
former in the work, of converſion; 
bu: with. much reſpett (ubording- 
ting the one to the other, reſerving 
wnto each their peculiar” verrues 
and operations, making the new 


| Creation ſo to animate the old, asto 


refore weakned powers and debili- 
tared _— —_ of their an- 
tient ſtrength & vigor and fit thins 
for aftion. Surely bad 1 ay 

| the 


— 
. 


— — _——— 
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—" "the Doll had been anenemjeto | © 
race ( as too many of thee grew 
Clerks of the world ave) I ſhould 
have wiſhed on emo had for 
ever ſlept in darkneſs and. never 
Leen awaked by me or any other to 
ſee the Engliſh tight ! But by tat 
tzvely prrivaiture which be hah 
- drawn of himſelf, I am apt to thivk 
-his mind was well beantified with 
navy fair Ideas of Tr: eh, and\his 'þ* 
wander ſtanding enlightened with a 
raie from that divme light which 
wn 1, Ughreth every one that cometh 
Jon 3.9-;nto the world, 1 cannot attr.- 
bate the growth and encrfuſe of the 
Swpralapſarian & * ublayſariny de- 
Avine 1 ſome of the reformd Cher- 
Thes, to any thing ſo muchasthe 
wrtutord 24 al of ſome men ( other- 
wiſe eminent in their generation) in 
the b:ginning of refor mat ion . who 
bavirg fallen ont with the chmich 
of Rome, ani that upon the account | . 
of their ſtrange: innovations, and | 
wngodly erretirs, their Maſs ; $6* | | 
eraments, works, merit, indiulgn- 
cies, 


EN IEC noon oy rn wo T7 Wo 


$459 PArdons, Fc. they tore away 


nerd. moch of 1þus .Smper ſition 
ftified to.the world: their 
diſlike of 'all. ſuch erroneous Te-: 
Wi 597 (en protiiſes: Bur when 
like wiſe .Chirargians they ſhould 
ate known when. =D cure had been 
nigh finiſhed, they ſtill contimped 
launcing the ſoredeeper and THE 
rl” thy 'bad let 'ont ſome of the 


|. Yery-24als of Religion, and maned, 
the dettrine of Chriſtianity in ſome 


of _rbs principal members thereof, 
What 943 Orthodox as Rome muſt 
needs. be. Heterodox at Geneva, 
for fear+ ( as 1 imagine ) leaFt the 
Orifice ſhonld'clefe .and the. Body 
Eecleſiaſtich retwrn to its former 


AS. DS. ©. SS AS as ka | \$ i 


temper,* How: deth, Calvin beat* * good 
bis head thorough. the whole body <6 oe 
of. bis inſtitutions (the more to noo 
alienate, as I concerve, the minds finiter 4 
ef menfrom the  omiſh Religion) indire& 
to, draw up the Proteſtant Prince Means, 
ples:imrhe greateiFcontrariety ima= 

givable co thoſe of Rome, fraring 

{eafp, be ſhould never get far enemy 

v3 7 oth 
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both in doftrine and diſcipline” from 
them: Think not rs oe 
dey, that I favour the Romiſh 
Church herery, or intend to rhrow 
dirt in the face of the Reform'd, 
(this were to ſlander my mother, 
and reproach the womb that bare 
me) 1 only labour thy ſatisfaition, 
and' by a modeſt diſquiſitton , to 
light thee in to the riſe and grounds 
oft controverfie. Neither am 

Wngaged in my judgment af ainſ 
all £3 alf of k- Proveiant wt 
ches, the major part are of the ſame 
mind in the doftrine of Predeſtinge 
tion as the author will ſansfie thee 
inthe enſucing diſconrſe, I know 
" rigid Predeſtinarians, but 
thoſe of Sxbauda and Geneva, the 
Preſbrterate Scots , who ( acecor* 
ding to their antient league and 
freindſhip to comply with - the 
French)have fetch't much of thei? 
Retigion thence , and thoſe xt how: 
_ whoſe Spirits the doftrine of 
he Kitk hath been too much aſe 
Wow. Tv what great weſpelt 1 
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have 
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beve born to the opinion of my re» 
verend and learned brethren diſſen- 
ring herein, even tothe ſhaking of 
own faith, being more ready to 
acenſe wy ſelf of prede, ignorance, 
and fmugularity (the uſual parents 
of errover) then them of nnſound- 
neſs, I bave abundantly teſtified, 
privately and publickly ; and here- 
in Mr. Richard Copeman 4 wor». 
thy Gentleman aud a Juſtice of 
Peace for the GCanmy of Norffolk, 


Oman other : though of a different 


#piniony will be my witneſs : The 


more cameto ſearch into the na- 


tare and bring of that yr" Jeho- 


vah reveald in the word of life, the 

merelfonnd it unworthy of the enter 
taivment of aChriſtians beart, tbat 
wo Way conll be found our by infi- 


_ nite wiſdome toglorific the divine 


Artribmtes , but by the preciſe 
ordination of almeff infunite num- 
bers of his children to eternal aud 


remedileſs torments, without the 


loaft intuition or  reſpeit to their 
fin and diſobedience I (hauld for- 
a2 geck 


wer that ] were a'creat ure (which 
the egritndes. and infirniities of 
Youl and body do deyly pdmoniſh:wre 
af ) \'were [. unwilling to acknome 
leap that greatprerogative ofihear 
ven, Gods Saveraig nty over me yet 
-ſhowld I be a 955 A in rel:gcou mn 
. attribat ing. any.\thing to divine 
- power, but what" his ' Juſtice, aſe 
Job 13. 7+ dow, and: Guidnriſe” prrtirs\/mne. 
E* Will a mas tell x-lye. for God —= 
T.ſolemuly profeſs; 1 know notywub 
what hope of advantage 1 :ſhexld 
proponnd Chrift as an: abje@. of 
-faith\ in a generall': exhort at- 
-0t91o the people, if he dyeanes-for 
.thew : certainly the ſecret will of 
God is the ſame:with. his. reveald, 
beigunkildiwthe art of difſimula- 
- fon 3 'bis words alwaici agreewith 
Þis -rmind;" let. God betirue and 
' every man alyar.: \ I cannot be of 
Piſe. reſp, the judgment” of \ Piſcator, . who 
ad vors. + faith veprobate+.:ptrſor:5 are abſc- 
PaitT. * [ttely ordairedto this twofold ev/l, 
P3%.120: © 70. mndergo everlaſting puniſhment, 
- #14 neceſſarily fin; and therefore F 0 
5 'n 
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fin thas they might be juſtly puniſh» 7 .ach.tib. 
ed +: and - Zanchy 41 5's that 5.de A. 
reprobatos: ate  beld-ſo-faſt wnder Deiycap-2. 
Gods Almighty decree that they det redeſt. 
cannot bug ſin ard pexiſhy,.. Its: 1tt gee Gods 
ported of. Tiberius, upon. the fall love to 
of Elius Sejanus rarjedfor the 7#tn Mankind. 
of the howſe.of Germanicys, Hheing 
reſolvedte leave no ſtemme.to grow 

art \ af that-#whappy root, purpoſa 

ye [ut the young, andfenger\ du gfx 

ter of Sejany$ito:death, the. Roman 


 daws forbidong ts ſtzangle 4 Vyrgin, 


he canſ* ber-rs be deflanred. bythe ©0197 Bere 
_ at = far, of thei wh 
Gemqnian--i/taires, and | Lira 
[hrangled >:Fardon O good Ga the 
teachers of. thy Clntrch, who have 
publiſhed thy analterabie reſolves 

in thy eternal decree ofiputting to 
everlaſting death: infinite pumbers 

of wirgin \4n4 unde floured. ſauls 

(the righteous laws of heaven not 
permitting .it) thy determinations 


likewiſe that ſin and Satan {vould 


firſt vitiate and conftuprate them : 
If thrs were once generally recerved 
| that 


= — 
- 
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that wen fin neceſſarily and ne 
veidably, nnd all that they dv in 
parſneance of the divine decree; 
what would this introdace but Ste» 
iciſm ard Manichiſmed would is 
not be an inlet to all looſneſſe and 
licent ionſneſſe , "an  intindati- 
as to al barbariſm and wicked» 
eſſe, ard in fine this wndergoverne 
ment of the world ſuffer « diſſolati> 
on?. But O my deare Brother! 
labotry to eſchew evill; and do good, 
and be confident his grace will be 
ſufficient for thee. Say not in thy 
heart I am (hut ont from the love 
of God, I ans as adryivee; draw 
weere to this communicative aud 
diffuſive love of God , that thy ſoule 
may be drenched therewith : I aw 
very well aſſured by the bleſſed 
word of truth , there ſands no de- 
eree of Reprobation , like the Che- 
rabim in the garden of Eden with a 
flaming ſword in 37's hand , to keep. 
the way from the greater part 

men ta the tree of life : God 


war contributory by any voluntary 
pur” 
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pprpoſe or aft to the perdition of any 
of his Creatures; yet #s he ſo great 
a lover if —— and juſtice 
at he will paniſh fin wnrepented of 
where = he finds it « ear all 
things purſue peace with all men 
rk: ooſſibt - yr holinfſe, with- 
ont which no man ſhall [ce the 
Laird, take not ny any thing cant asn* 
ed intheſe papers for contention , 


# ife , and debate , O flee vaine 


rhwgs, which defile the jwdg- 
ment , corrapt the heart ,” and tend 
wt 18 edification 1 The church of 
God #s too too much made au 
Amphytheat ey, Religion a weere 
dy ladiation ;| the ſeverall opinions 
the combatants , the weayent care 
nll and mot Spiritnall, and rhe 
prove (1 fear) Self-plory, and 
Coney # how Fa 
theſe things, happy art t hiw if thou 
doe /t them, let thy knowledge looks Joh.!13.r7 


| to prattice, as the fruit , andthy 
| 


pratts ce rokyowiedg -w = 3 
and be aſſured , they will both lead 
to hapineſſe , as the end i. But , not 

_ 


Phil.3.i5, £#re+) held 


Is, 


ro ſwell. chis Epiſtle. beyund-its pre- 
poriien,) let:me tell thee, thog muſt 
veuclifafe t his. peecs a diligent per- 
vſall, if, chow wouldeff reap any 
proſir byuc ;, expett not Rhetoricall 
flonriſhes To cConrt t cemith eBtiCen 
iy werds of vanity. intgrthe iAn-. 
thours jutlgment , or the {oft ſtrains 
of Eloquence. to touch.thee with de- 
lighticl46:the mind of thednthour, 
the waieye of the thing ,. and\ the 
tran{larjon jt ſelf forbids thee. Try 
allzhings (6 che teſt of the Seriy- 
faſt that | ich iohood, 
Never..#beefſe., wherets we have 
already.aztamned,, let. us walke by 
the ſame rule, let us minde'the 
ſame things ,..and if in any thi: 
thou be qtherwiſe minded , Go 
ſhall rgcal even thig uoto thee; 
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SR. Ee LE FR. | 


TO THE 


Noble and Potent 


STATES 


OF 


|' Holland and VVeſt- 


friezland. 


My Supreme Lords, 

Frer the confe- 
. rence betwixt 

d WR3 M.Gomar and 

FNW iy ſelf ar the 

PAY Hagze by the 


command of 


you Hi ofſes before. the 
= ous » Wt Lords 


T ruth defended ; 


Lords Counſellors of the Su- 
preme Court, four Miniſters be- 
ing preſent, and relation made '|' 
thereof to your Highneſles , in- 
timatins the weight and moment 
of the Controverſie betwixt us, 
it afrerward was thought requi- 
ſite by your noble Highneſles, to 
call both of us together , with 
the four Miniſters, before you in- 
to your honourable Aſſembly, 
to ſignifie tous all this way what 
you ſhould judge moſt expedi- 
ent for that time, So it fell out, 
Mr.Gomar confirm'd the debate 
a foot hetwixt us, [to be of that 
_ grand importance, that he durſt 
not joyn iſſue with ſuch an opi- 
nion as this of mine, in the pre- 
ſence of God, and more then 
that, if-jt were not preſently 
ſtopt, *sxwayld ſet the Provinces, 
Churches, Cities, and Citizens 
together by the ears, and every 
mans hand againſt his brother. 
To all which I anſwered nothing 
at that time,ſavetbatl kuew nor 
my {elf guilty gf any fuch cruel 
opt- 
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Innocency cleared, 


opinion in Religion, being confi- 
dent I ſhould never adminiſrer 
any juſt cauſe or ground for 
Schiſm or diflention to build np- 
on either in Church or Stare; in 
teſtimony whereof I was ready 
openly in all crath and ſincericy 
to declare my mindin the whole 
matter of Religion, when ever I 
ſhould be commanded thereun- 
to before this Aſſembly,and that 
before I removed from the place 
wherel then ſtood. 

Upon, which motion , it was 
judged convenient by your 
Highneſſes that I ſhould be cal- 
led before you now ro make 
good the proffer in theſe Sefſi- 
ons ; and therefore it is that. 
I now appear in this place faith- 
fully to diſcharge it. But in as 
much as a ſiniſter report of mee 
hath for ſo long a time ſpread it. 
ſelf not only at home, but abroad 
in forrain parts, and no little e- 
vill hath enſued thereupon, as if 
T had hitherto altogether refu- 


ſed (being often required there- 


B 3 un- 


—— 


Truth defended ; 


unto) to declare my judgement 
in the. buſineſs of | Religion; 
Wherefore make it my humble 
requeſt that you'l pleaſe to give 
me leave ingenuouſly to open 
my ſelfin this matter before I 
proceed to other things. 


In the yeer 1605. June 30. 
There -came to me at Leydey 
three Deputies of the Synod of 
South-Holland , wiz. Francis 
Lansberge, Libert Fraxim , and 
Daniel Volege of happy memo- 
ry, Miniſters of their reſpective 
Churches at Roterdam , the 
Hague and Delph, being preſent 
with them two Miniſters of the 
Synod of North-Holland, name- 
ly 1-hn Bogard of the Church at 
Harleme, and James Roland of 
the Church at Amſterdam, tel- 
ling mein their Claſſical Exami- 
nations of ſome Students in the 
Univerſity of Leyden, in order 
to their entrance into the Mini- 
niſtery, they received ſome new 
and unuſual anſwers tothe queſ- 

| bo tions 
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tions propounded , contrary to 
the received Doctrine in the 
Churches, which they confirmed 
as having been diſciplined into 
them by me; which things be- 
ing ſo, they deſired a friendly 
conference with me to know the 
bottom of this matter, whereby 
for the future they might better 
conſul the affairs of the Church, 
To which I anſwered I could no 
way approve this manner of 
proceſs, which would neceſſari- 
ly ever and anon multiply confe- 
rence upon conference, even as 
ofc as any Student ſhould give 
any new anſwer , pretending to 
have learn'd the fame of me, 
therefore *rwas better in my 
judgment, when any Schollar 
ſhould frame any new Reſponſo- 
ry in his Examinations, confir- 
ming the ſame from me, which 


ſhould bee judged by the Bre- © 


thren contrary to the Confeſli- 
on and Catechiſm of the Belgick, 
Churchcs, they would ſend for 
us both together , being ready 

B 3 upon 
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upon this account at my owne 
charge to come whereever it 
ſhould pleaſe the Brethren to ap- 
point; and this courſe being ta- 
kenonceand again, the calumny 
_— truth would plainly þee evin- 
ced. 


And further to Mr. Laxsberpe, 
urging the conference in the 
name of the reſt, anſwer was 
made, that as yet I ſaw not how 
I could admit of any ſuch thing 
with them, appearing as Depu- 
ties from the Synod to whom 
they ſtood bound to give an ac- 
count of all things done by them, 
unleſs my Saperiours were like- 
wiſe privy, and conſenting, and 
alſo commanding me hereunto, 
beſides it's being joyned with no 
{mall hazard, if fo be I ſhould 
wholly caſt my ſelfe upon their 
faithfulneſs in their own relation 
of the event of our conference 
to the Synod, And further, 
that they had no cauſe why they 
ſhould require any ſuch thing of 
be: me, 
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me, not conſcious to my ſelf. of * 


delivering anyDoctrine either ac 
Lezden or Amiterdam Contrary 
to the Word of God, Confeſſion, or 
Catechiſm of the Churches in 

Hollazd, That hitherto not any 
ſuch thitig. was ever. objected ta 

me, being confidentit. would not 

calily be effected, if rhe Objec- 

tor ſhould be obliged, to make 
good his Objections. by proof ; 
and in default thereof ,. ro bear 
the blame himſelf. Notwithſtan- 
ding if they would wave the ti- 
tle of Depautation , and. proceed 
in their own name to a confer-, 
ence with me, I was ready at that 
inſtant toimbraceit, provided 
thar' in every point. to be deba-. 
ted they ——_ explaine their 

judgment, andI-mane, each. 0 

us alledging our proots, and de- 

bating one anothers:;judgments 
and reaſons, if by this means we. 
could fatisfie one another, well 
and good, if not, no turcher re- 

lation ſhould be made of jt, bud 
the whole matter deferred till a 
National Synod. B4 This 


Truth defended ;_ 


This being refuſed, we had de 
parted afunder;had1 nor defired 
them, that in like manner 3bey 
would move a Conference to 
Mr. Gomar, & Trelcatias of bleſ- 


ſed memory, not judging my ſelf |, 


to have given greater cauſe't6 
them of ſuch a motion as this, 
then either of them had done: 
The grounds of this my requeſt 
TI then added, which were too 
long now to repeat : To which 
they anſwered they would do ac- 
cordingly, and that before their 
departure from Leyden, and fo 
they did, as they themſelves told 


Mme. | 

And this was the firſt requeſt 
of this nature that ever was 
made to me . which occaſion'd 


much Diſcourſe, ſome giving a 


. Narrative thereof imperfectly, 
and not as the whole matter was 
carried , ſmothering in filence 
the motion made by me, and the 

rounds thereof. Not many 

ayesafter, about the 28. of 1«- 
ty , inthe ſame yeere 1605. - 
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like was required by me in the 
Name of the Synodry of the 
Church of Leyden , yet with this 
Proviſa, That if I approved of it 

others likewiſe ſhould be moved 


|. unto the ſame; if not, they 
| would not proceed any further 


in thiscaſe : But when I had ſig- 
nified my diſlike ( with the Rea- 
ſons'thereof ) herein to the Bur- 
rough- Maſter Broxchovins, and 
Mr. 4/erula, of godly memory, 
the Elders and Deputies ſent to 
mein the Name of the faid Sy- 
nod, they were ſo well ſatisfied 
therewith , that nothing was fur- 


ther actempted by them in this 


buſineſs. 

November the 9th. in the ſame 
yeer, Francis Lansberge, Feitus 
Hommizns, and their Aſſociates, 
Deputies of the Synod of Soxwth- 
Holland, exhibited aine queſtions 
to the Lords Viſitors of the Uni- 
verſity of of Leyden", with a Pe- 
tition annexed, that they would 
pleaſe to command the Profeſ- 


ſors of Divinity to anſwer to the 


ſame. 
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Doftor fame. The Lords Viſitors retur- 
Arminius ned, that they could not approve 
wk a che Propoſat of any ſuch quelti- 
of Divinz. 00s the Profeſſors of Divini- 
ry at Ley- OS if they ſuppoſed any thing to 
den, © | bertaughtin che Univerlity con- 
trary ro the Truth, it was tobe 
refer'd: to the National Synod; 
( which was hoped to be had very 
ſhortly ) in which they might 
more fully come to the know- 


ledge and debate of ir. Not- ©| 


withſtanding this Reply , the 
Depuries of the Synod further 


urged, that with their good leave 


they themſelves would propound 
them ro the Profetfors S.T. to 
know what every of them would 
voluntarily and freely anſwer 
thereunco, bur neicher could this 
| likewiſe be obtained by them. All 
this being done without my 
knowledge, being ignorant why 
theſe Deputies came to the City, 
although not long after I came to 

Know it. 
In the mean while the whole 
yeer paſſed over, andI was not 
x , called 


| 
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called upon again touching this 
matter, except Amo 1607. A lit- 
tle before the Synod of Soxth- 
Holland was held at Delphe,there 
came to me Joby Barnard Mini- 
ſter of De/phe, Feſtus Hommins 
of Leyden, and Debbetins Mini- 
ſter of Dort, to know of me what 
I-had done in the refutation of 
the Anabapriſts, of which givin 

them an account, it. afford 

matter of much diſcourſe to us; 
being about to- take theirleave, 
they moved if I had done any 
thing in the buſineſs of Religion; 
that1 would not think much. to 
communicate the ſame to them, 
and they to the Synod, to fatis- 


fie their Brethren herein, which - 


I could not conſent unto , in 
that it could not be with that 
fruic, fitneſs, and advantage any 
where as in the National Synod, 
which wee hoped apon the firſt 
opportunity, to be celebrated 
according to the purpoſe of the 
noble and potent Lords the 


States; and there I would en- 


deavor 


It 
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deayour openly to maniſeſt my 
thoughts, nor being reſerved in 


any thing of which chey might 
complain. To which I added, if 
I ſhould open my ſelf in any 


thing to them, I could not com-. 


mit the relation of ir to their fi- 
delity,every one in things of this 
nature being his own beſt Inter- 


preter; and ſo we took our 


leaves one of another. 


. Beſides all theſe, was private-- 


ly defired by fome Miniſters, that 
I would vouchſafe to communi- 
cate my Meditations to the Col- 
ledge of Brethrenin the Synod. 
By others I was moved to declare 
my thoughts to them , which in 
the fear of God, they would con- 
ſider amongſt themſelves, giving 
their Faith not to divulge them. 
To the firſt of theſe I anſwered 
indifferently , that they had no 
Sround why they ſhould impor- 
tune me in this more then others. 
Toone of them(8&he none of the 
meaneſt) I offreda conference 3 

| ſeveral 


OE. om ans as a0 &@ 2 


mm... 


" 
FR” 


Innocency cleared, 


u2 


ſeverall times touching all the 
heads of |Religion to be debated, 


whereby the truth of them might 


be ſolidly fortified,and the fallity 
refuted,and that in the preſence 
of the chiefeſt of our Countrey- 
men ; which was retuſed by him. 
To the reft ſeveral anſwers were 
given, plainly denying what was 
requeſted to ſome, to others 0- 
pening my ſelf a little, and this as 
they were more or leſs known to 


/ me: But this accident ſomtimes 
befel me, that whatever I mani- 


feſted to any, *twas preſently re- 
ported to others, although in the 
delivery it was judgedOrchodox, 
and their Faith ingaged rot to 


_ Ewvulgeir. 


ir's-neceſſary that I alſo add 
what paſſed by Letters theurmoſi 
confines of our own Nation,viz, 
when in the Preparatory Con- 
vention at the Hague, June 
1607.by the Summons of the Po- 
tent Lords, the StatesGeneral,ce- 


lebrated by the COLLEDGE 


of BRETHREN, I was 
| _ friendly 


” 
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friendly deſired to make known | 
my thoughts in the buſineſs of 


Religion to the ſaid Colledge, in- 


Saging to do their urmoſt endea- 
vour to fatisfie me,l ſhould utter 
ly refuſe ſo to do. Now being 
enſible what a great deal of en- 
vie the matter thus related hath 


_ created me with many who 


thought greater honour due to 
chis Aﬀſembly from me, being 
congregared from all the Pro- 
vinces, I think my ſelf obliged to 
givea more perfect account of 
It. 

— Before my departure from 
Leyden to this Convention at the 
Hagze, there came to my hands 
five Articlesappertaining to Re- 
ligion, diſperſed in ſome Provin- 
ces, read by ſome Miniſters in 
cheir Ecclefiaſtick Conventions, 
& judged by them as containing 
my Judgement in thoſe points of 


—_— | 
" The Articles were concerning 
Predeftination, the fall of Adam, 


Free-will, Original Sin , and the 


Eter«. 


— 


f | 


us 
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Eternal Salvation of Infants, 
which when I had thoroughly 


_ peruſed, I eafily perceived by the 


Author of thein whom. I then 
ſpoke, being there preſent, ſigni- 


fying freely ro him , thac I had 


round to believe thoſe Articles 


proceeded from him , which he | 


not obſcurely confeſling, anſwe- 
red, That they were not ſeat a- 
broad as mine, but as points con- 
troverted amongſt the Students 
at Leyden : To which I Reply'd, 
He wel knew that what ever was 


but lightly divulged this way 


would preatly prejudice my in- 
nocencie, and the Articles be im- 
poſed upon me, which T there 0- 
penly profeſſed never iſſued from 
me, neither did they agree with 
my. judgement, neither ( as far 
as I could judge ) with the word 
of God. 

Things thus paſſing *twixt him 
and me in the preſence of two 
Witneſſes I judged it requiſite, to 
mention the ſame in theConven- 
Lion becauſe of theſe perſons be- 

| 5; ing 
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TY 


ing preſent who had read the 
Articles, ſuppoſing .them to be 
mine ( as ſome of them confir- 
med to mee ) which accord- 
ingly I did. The Convention be- 
ing about to diſſolve , their a&s 
and proceedings regiſter'd, and 

ſome of the Members injoin 
to give an account thereof to 
the Lords, the States General , 1 
moved the Brethren they would 
be pleaſed to ſtay a little , baving 
fomething to offer to them; 
which they conſenting to,. I old 
* them the five Articles ( then in 
my hands, the tenor of which[ 
briefly-read to them ) I had cer- 
tainly found to be ſent abroad 
into ſeveral Provinces, as Zealayd 
and the Dioceſe of Utrecht, by 
ſome of this Aſſembly , and 
read by ſome Miniſters in their 
publike Meetings, and look't up- 
on as comprehending my Judge- 
ment, I there ſolemnly with a 
good conſcience in the preſence 
of God, and before all that Con- 
vention profeſſed , that theſe 
points 
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points of Religion were not 
mine , neither did they contain 
mY judgement ; and thisI repea- 
red over and over again,humbly 
beſeeching the brethren , they 
would not ſo eaſily credit-thoſe 
flying reports of me, neither ſo 
lightly entertain that as coming 
from me , diſperſed ſo much to 
my prejudice. 


To this anſwer was made by 
one of the Convention , I ſhould 
do wel to ſignifie to the brethren 
what I approved, or diſliked in 
thoſe Articles, whereby they 
might come to ſome knowledge 
of my judgement; which motion 
was ſeconded by ſome one. But 
I returned , this Convention was 
not ſummoned for any ſuch end; 
that we had fit long enough, and 
that the Lords the States expe- 
Ged an anſwer: And thus we 
diſſolved, no manurging it any 
further, or teſtifying their joynt- 
conſent by any periwaſive to the 

C re? 
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reaſonableneſs of it; Nay,fome 
there preſent gave out,asI after- 
ward underſtood, that they had 
it in ſpecial command not to enter 
a debate of any Dofrine , which 
if it hadfallen out , they would 
preſently.have deſerted the Con- 
vention; and therefore the ſolici- 
ting of me herein was far from 
being the minde of the whole 
Af embly. 


T hrs ts a true relation, Moſt No- 
ble and Potent States of my bre- 
threns ſolicitation and my refu- 
fall, whence in .-my opinion its 
clearly manifeſt, if reſpe&t be had 
zs their requeſt and the manner of 
it 70 m9 dewall, and the ground 
thereof, together with iny Pre- 
ſentments herein, there was no 
cauſe for «this my accuſation. 
Their requeſt leading to a Decla- 
ration of my ſelf in the matters 
of faith was not in my apprehen- 
ſion grounded upon the lealt . 
reaſon, having never admini- 
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ſtred cauſe to them (by teaching 
that at any time oppugnant 79 
the Word of God, the Confeſſion or 
Catec: iſme of the Belgick Chur- 
ches) why they ſhould deſire this 
of me more then any other, ha- 
ving often avouched my readi- 
neſs to give way (if any fruit ſhal 
be judged likely to come there- 
of ) that this ſhould be inquired 
into in a Synod either Provincial 
or National , that a further 
knowledge may be had thereof. 


The manner of their Defireby 
Deputies did manifeſtly diſlike 
me, being much oppreſſed with 
the prejudice of the Synod which 
is not preſumed to ſolicite any 


man to a conference by their De- 


puties, without cauſe given them 
ſo to do; therefore *twas not 
ſafe ce admit of any ſuch thing, 
left by that means I ſhould con- 
feſs my ſelf guilty of reaching 
ſomething contratie to what was 
right, 


C3 Rea- 
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Reaſons of my refuſal were 


theſe. 


Firſt, not being under the Sy- 
nod of South or North-Holland, 
but having other Superiours of 
my owne,to whom I ſtood bound 
to give an accouut of my actions, 
I could not conſent to any confe- 
rence with their Depaties, unleſs 
with their conſent, and an ex- 
preſs command from them, eſpe- 
cially ir being incumbent not asa 
private duty upon me , the Dep«- 
ries themſelves clearly enough in- 
timating the Conference not to be 
of a private nature, in denying 
to lay aſide the Title of Deputa- 
ri0y , and proceed in their owne 
names with me. 'And therefore 
I had ſinned againi{ my Sxperiors 
if I had not refuſed the ſame. I 
wiſh their Brethrez would re- 
member, there was never yet a- 
ny of our Miniſters (ſubjeRed as 


a ember to their reſpetive Sy- 
: | | nod ) 
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»od) durſt at any time enter a 
conference without the advice of 
the Magiſtrate, neither ever any 
particular Magiſtrate permit the 
Miniſter under his Juriſdi&ion 
to undertake a conference with 
the Deputies of the Charches , 
unleſs they had firſt conſented to 
it, which they would ofcen do by 
being preſent themſelves by their 
Depattes. | 


Let them onely recolle& what 
was done at Leyden in the cauſe Nomina 
of Colhafizs at. Gouda, with Her- nya 
mannus Herberts at Hors, in the = 
caſe of Cornelins Wiger and Me-Megen- 


denblich in the cauſe of Taco. blicus. 


Second Reaſon diſſwading me 
from the conference, was the great 
inequality thereof, equality be-'. 
ing a neceſſary qualification in 
perſonal debates. 1. They came 
againſt me (with whom all things 
ſtood in a private capacity arm*d 

_ with publike Authority : Now 1 
: C2 am 
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am not 1gnorant how greatly 
they are under-propt, who do a- 
ny thing by vertue of this power. 
2. They were three in number, 
beſides the two deputed from the 
Synod of Ner:h-Holland with 
them , I was alone, not onely de- 
ſtitute of help, but alſo of wit- 
neſles, to whom ( as they like- 
wiſe) 1 might ſafely commit my 
affairs. 3. They were not at 
Liberty,being compelled to hang 
upon the judgment of their Su- 
periors, therefore ſtritly obli- 
ged ro contend to the utmoſt 
or that opinion in Religion they 
were of , inſomuch as*twas not 
ſafe for them to admit of my rea- 
ſons or arguments, though ne- 
ver fo cogent and inſoluble, 
which conſidered, I did not ſee 
what frnit or advantage could 
mutually reſult from this confe- 
rence, as in equity ſhould , and 
which on my part was likely to 
do, being free in my ſelf, anda- 
ble (by bringing my conſcience 

| in, 
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in, without the ppejudice of any, 
to the examination) to admit of 
that which my conſcience con- 
vinced of the Truth, ſhould di- 
Rate to be right. Of how great 
concernment all theſe things are 
your Highneſs's had known 
more fully, if you had been pre- 
ſent by your Depatiesin that Pre- 
paratory Convention. 


Third Reaſon. Their own rela- 
tion after the conference to the 
Synod, could not but be divers 
wayes prejudicial to me,whether 
abſent or preſent; if abſent, ir 
might eaſily happen(either by 0- 
miſſion,addirion, or diſlocation 
of words, by inconfiderateneſs in 
defe&t of underſtanding,or imbe- 
cility in the want of memory, 
or by the prejudice of diſaffeti- 
on) a Narrative ſhould be made 
otherwiſe then the truth of the 
thing required. !t preſent, 'rwere 
difficult to eſcape or corre this, 
inconvenience, better credit beZ.. 
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ing likely to be given to their 
own Deputies, then to my ſelf a 
private perſon. 

Laſtly, By this means T ſhould 
have yeelded the ( evention ſome 
right and prerogative over mee, 
which it neither hath, nor I could 
give, conſidering my pluce, with- 
out injuring thoſe our common 
Magiſtrate would ſet over me. 


Therefore Equzitie did not 
more conſtrain me, then Neceſ- 
ſity, to repudiate this conference, 
yet might they have obtained 
their deſire, if they would have 
imbraced a private Debate of all 
the Articles of Chriſtian Faith, as 
I offered them ; this being more 
accommodate to a mutual _ 
cation, where every one (as the 
manner is) may ſpeak with free- 
dome and familiarity, then the 
other where the Formalities of 
Deputations are obſerved : Nei- 
ther was there the leaſt ground 
why they ſhould ſhew themſelves 
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ſo hard to be intreated in this 
caſe, when every one might have 
done it himſelf, having further 
delivered my mind herein, that 
whatever ſhouſd be tranſacted 
by us ſhould abide with us, and 
not paſs abroad to any , which 
if they had conſented to, I doubt 
not but we had either ſatisfied 
one another, or at laſt made ap- 
pear, that no damage could ac- 
crue upon this our m#tual cont ro- 
verſie to the Truth neceſſary to 
ſalvation , godlineſs, or chrijlian 
Peace. 


To omit theſe things, I cannot 
givean account to my ſelf how 


theſe rumouss are conſiſtent one - 


with another, I am complain'd 
of for not declaring my judge- 
ment, and yet in my own Coun- 
trey and forraign partsI am in- 
veigh'd againſt, as if I indeavour- 
ed the introduction of ſome im- 
pure Novel and falſe Tenents in 
Church and Chriſtian Keligion. 


If 
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IfI declare not my judgment, 
whence is the unſoundnels of it 
manifeſt? It I explicace not m 
ſelt, how can I bring in any fa. 
fities- If they be nothing bnt 
ſuſpitions obtruded upon me,it's 
againſt the rule of Charity to at- 
tribute ſo much to them : But I 
am reporied to expreis my ſelfe 
in ſome things, bur not in all; 
yeteven in them it's not darkly 
manifeſt whither I tend. That's 
to be here obſerved , whether a- 
ny thing delivered by we be jud- 
Sed centrary tothe Word of God, or 
_—_ the Confeſs1on of the Belgick Chur- 
—_ ches. If the laſt * be proved, that 
with the I bave taught any thing contrary 
Belgick to that I ingaged my ſelf by my 
Confeſli- own ſubſcription , 1 am liable to 
bay” SA puniſhment , if the firſt * be 
monde made good, I ought to be much 
Word of more iirictly dealt with, and ob- 
God. liged either to recant or to lay a- 

ſide my place , eſpecially if the 

heads of doctrine were notori- 

ouſly injurious to the honour of 


God, 


— 


| 


<4 
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God, and ſalvation of men. But 
if they were found neither to 
claſh with the Word of God , nor 


: the Belgick Confeſ5ion , neither 


the inferences depending upon 
them, according to the Rule of 
the Schoolmen, The conſequences 
of a doft rene being falſe, the doftrine 


' & fal(elikewiſe,and ſoon the contra- 


77. One of theſe ought to have 
been done , either a charge 
brought in againft me, or a dif- 
crediting the reports of me: The 
later I wiſhed for; the firſt I fea- 
red not, notwithſtanding the one 
and thirty Articles diſperſed e- 
very where under my name, to 
the great prejudice of me, were 
noted by perſons of great quali- 
ty, into whoſe hands they were 
given, with what unſavourineſs 
they were framed; with what 
faith and conſcience they were 1m- 
poſed upon me : Bur I expect to 
hear, Why did you not to avoyd 
theſe commotions, ani to ſatis fie [6 


many Ainiſters, fully open your 
my » Ju [uf 


-——— DO — =———_— 


Truth defended 


ſelfe to your fellow-brethren in the 


whole matter of Religion, either fir 


Jour own timely inſtruftion, or theiy 


ſeaſonable preparation to a mutuall 
conference ? 


Three inconveniences deter- 
red mefrom this: Leaſt 


Firſt, my judgment profelled, 
ſhould afford matrer to them to 
frame an Action againſt me. 

2. Leaſt the ſame ſhould be 
diſquieted and refuted in their 
Pulpits and Academical Dif- 
pures. 

3. Leaſt it ſhould be tranſmit- 
ted to Forraign Univerſities and 
Churches, with hope of obtain- 
ing a condemnatory ſentence 
againſt it, and of bearing me 
down this way, that I had weigh- 


ty cauſe to fear all theſe things, | 


were not hard for me from the 
Tenents and Writings of ſome 
of them clearly to demonſtrate. 
That which reſpets my Infor- 

mation 


m— 
the 

| fo » 
Fey | 


all 


bot 
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tion or inſtruction, which I 
might hope from thence, ſo it is; 
there being beſides my ſelfe ma- 
ny others who had drawn up 
their meditations in the matters 
of Religion, inſtrution could 
not ſo profitably be adminiſter'd 
any where as in the place of our 
joynt appearance, where a Deti- 
nitive Sentence as they call it, 
_ and ought to be pronoun- 
ced, as for my brethrens ſeaſona- 
ble Preparation to the Confe- 
rence,certainly it would be Then 
moſt commodious Whez every one 
have produced their meditations 
together , and ſo the reaſon of 


all things at once might be 
had. 


And thus I have waſhed away 
the things chiefly caſt upon 
me, and come to diſcharge 
my promiſe and execute the 
commands which you my Lords 
the Noble and Potent Sares _ 

Ai 


30 


Truth defended ; 


a. 


TORT laidupon me, being confident 
hence no prejudice will ariſe, ei- 


ther to my —_ or judgment, 
in that obedience ariſeth from i;, 
which next after God, and accor- 
ding to God, I owe to this hono- 


rable Aſſembly. 


The firſs and chief branch in 
Religion, upon which I have fixed 
my thoughts for theſe many 
years laſt paſt, is the Predeſtinati- 
ox of God. That is, the election and 
reprobation of men to life and death, 
making my extraxce here, Ile firſt 
explain what ſome have delivered 
in our Churches,and chis Univer- 
ſity of Zeyaey, both in words and 
writings concerning it; then ma- 
nifeſting my thoughts upon thar, 
I wil laſtly proceed to a Declara- 
ton of my own judgment in this 


point. 
The Teachers in our Churches 


are not at oneneſs and ſimplicity 
ia their judgments touching this 


- 


ao: |. 
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dent d#rine, but various and different 
2, Ei- | among(t themſelves. 

ent, | BN 

mi:, | The opinion of thoſe who take 
cor- | the high and rigid way (as 'tise- 
0no- | very where contained in their 
writings) is this, 


' 


h in} 1. That God by an eternal 

ixed| and immutable decree ozt of men, 

any | not conſidered as made, mach leſs 

zati-| 3s fallen, hath predeſtinated ſome 

and] to everlaſting life, others to eter- 

ath, | nal deſtruction , without any in- 

firſt | tuition, or reſpef to righteouſneſs 

red | or in, obedience or diſubedience, of 
ver- | his pure good pleaſure, to demon- 

and | ſtrate the glory of his juſtice and 

ma- |  mercy,.(or, as others) his ſaving 

at, | grace, wiſdome, and moſt free 

rra- | power. 

this 


2. Beſides this decree, God to 
have fore-appointed ſome certain 
hes | means belonging to the executi- 
ity | on thereof, and this by an ever- 
his | laſting and unchangeable Ordi- 
lor |_ - nation 


Truth defended ; 


nation, theſe meanes are neceſſq- | 


rily to toliow by vertue of the 
preceding decree, and unavoi- 
dably to lead him that «is predeſ- 
tinated to his  fore-appointed 
end, Some of theſe eares lying 
in Common, appertaining joynt- 
ly to the decree of Elettion and 
Reprobatior, others in ſpecial re- 


ſpeting each. | 


3. Means common to both, are 
three : Firft, the Creation *f Man 
in the right ſtate of Originall 
righteoyſneſſe, or according to the 
ithage and likeneſs of God in 
Righceouſneſs, and holineſs. Se- 
cond, the permiſſion of the fall of 
Adam, or the Ordination of God, 
that man ſhould fin, and become 
vitious. The Third, the loſing or 
the taking away of Originall 
Righteoufneſs, and the ſhutting 
of him up under fin and con- 
demnation. | 


4 


| 


4. Fot 
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--4+ .. For unleſs Got had.crea, | 
' ted ſome; he had nor bad upon 


whom he might beſtow erernall 
lfe,, and bring upon everlaſting 


| death; hadnothe created them 
in righteouſneſs: and ſanctitie, 


God himſelfe had been the Au- 


thor of ſin , and ſo had been de- 


prived of the. right of puniſh- 
ment. to the praiſe of his Juſtice, 
and:'falvation for the honour of 
his mercy; unleſs they them- 
ſelves had ſinned, and by the 
merit thereof rendered them- 
ſelves guilty of Death, there could 
have, been no place to demon- 
ſtrate either Juſtice or Mercy. . 


5- The meanes fore-ordained 7, are 
for the putting into executionthe ſpecial 


33 


the decree of eleion , are theſe neans. 


loſt righteouſneſs, and by his ver- 
tue communicate the ſame. Se- 
TH D cond. 


34... 
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cond. Their wd-arion rO'faith gut- 
wardly., by the word inwartlly,; 
by this fpirn in che mind,affect;- 
68s'and-will by-an operationſo 
efficacious , 'vhat che elect perſon 
ouſt 'invels afſernt and yeeld'obe- 
dience rhervbritd), in ſo 'much 
agheis not #n any capacity able 
not tobeleeve this his Calling, or 
x'ot to be obetlierit thereunty, 


Hence comes10(pafſe their juſti- 


fiearion , and-ſanctification , by 
the blood and fpirit of Chriſt, 
and in like manner all their good 
workes, and 'this by the ſame 
forementionedforce and neceſſi- 
ty. Third meanes to be, is the 
Keeping the Eleft in the faith, 
ſanctitte and tefle of good 
works, or the {donation of the 
perſeverance ro them , whoſe 


verme is to bethis, chat the be- 


leeving and elect -perſons donot 
onely not '{in' with that pleni- 
tude-'and wholencfs.of will, or 
not fall Totally from fhith or 
race, 'but they 'Camor — 

7's | that 
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that fill bent of mind ,” neither” 
Gan they totally, or finally fafl 
away from fairh/'or'/ grace re-/ 
cevalk #0 3 TN gat 
6.-The' tio * {aſt of theſeiy.cormn 
means belonging ohely to, the perſe+ 
adult ele& ; perſon of ripe years; yerance. 
but for the children of beleevers 
who paſs out of: this life, and ne- 
yer 'come' to maturity of age, 
God leads them a ſhorter way to 
ſalvation , if rhey belong to the 
number of the ele& ( which. 
God onely knows) by giving 
Chriſt a Saviour to them, and' 
them to Chriſt , who ſaves them 
by his blood and holy ſpiric,wich- 
out actuall fairch and 'perſever- 
ance , and this according to the , 
promiſe of the Covenant', 7 wil 
be your God and the' God of your 

7. The meaus appointed tor. _ 
put into execution this deeree of properto 
reprobation , are partly proper the decree 
to Al the rejeX and reprobare,; ot Repro- 
(whether they have lived ro din 

bes D323 ripe- 


 Trath defended ; | 


ripeneſs of yea xs, or died before. 
their maturity ) partly peculiar 

to Some of them-onely. 
AMeans Common to them all, is, 
| their diſſertion in ſin, by the ſuſ- 
penſion of that ſaving! grace, 
which is ſufficient and-'neceſ(- 
ſary to ſalvation; and this hath 
two branches, 1, God not be- 
* (;.e.) He ing willing that. Chrift ſhould 
. neither die for them., neither * Qxoad 
dignitate Voluntatem Antecedentem , aC- 
HE cording to his Antecedent will, 
in regard ( asſomecall it ) or Qxoad Suff- 
of the va- Cientem , according to the ſuffi- 
lue of the cient or the yalew- of that recon- 
price? cjhatory Price, which was never 
Nor 20%” offerd for the Reprobare, either 
Gi RY inreſpe& of the divine decree, 
never in- Or the vertue, and efficacy of it. 
rending The 2. branch , Gods unwilling- 
| that hee neſs to communicate the ſpirit 
ſhould of Chriſtto them, without which 
blood for CWEre impoſlible for them to 
them, be made /partakers of him and 

his benefits. 

8. The means Peculiar to ſome of 
| chem 
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them onely, is that obduration 
which befalls Adalr rerſons , for 
their often & enormous violation 
of the Law of God, & repudiation 
of the Grace of the Goſpel. 

To the executing the firſt * in- 
duration appertains the witneſs 
of their minds to the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law, by, knowledge, 
illumination and conviction, it 
not being poſlible:for the Law; 
not to detaine them: in unrighte- 
ouſneſs onely, but neceſſary to 
the rendring them inexcuſable, 

To the execution :of - the ſe- 
cond * obduration., God makes 
uſe of their calling by'the preach- 
ingof the word, which 1s to be 
both inſufficient and ineffectual 
as well'in regard of the decree 
of God, as the event thereof, 
This vocation is to be either ex- 
ternall.onely , which they nei- 
ther: will nor eanobey,or inter- 
nall whereby ſome of them are 
raiſed in their. underſtandings 
to 'embrace and © beleeve the 


4 For their 
violation 
of the law 
of God 


* For their 
refuling 
the grace 
of thcGol- 
pel, 


Dx” things 
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thi heare, yet with ſuch 
hy: the devils endowed | 
with, beleeve and cremble!;; fome 
of them are. catried on. further, 
even after a manner to deſire to 
taſte of the Heavenly Gift , theſe 
--- being the moſt miſerable, of all, 
who are therefore taken upon 
. ” tigh, that. cheir fall may be the 
Preatex: it: being impoſſible that 
this | event'-iſhould. not. befall 
rheth/; "neceſſitated to 'returne 
© their wanir; and to fall away 
from rhefe itt.” - MANS 
_ _-?ig.' From this decree of elei- 
__ dn afid Feprobation divine , and - 
_ the adminiſtrarion of the: means 
appertaining/ to the execution 
, of both , it followes;, that! the 
ele&t ſhould 'weteſſarily bei faved, 
ſd as they are-not inany ipoſſibi- 
tity of periſhing,, cnickes 0- 
bares 'mavoidubly damned!; :fogs | 
"ts urcterly -janpoiſyble for theta 
+ barter and _ &—- of the 
inte purpoſe of Gods preve- 
ding aft higs and caufes;whish 
Sri 1} + 
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| [:;This Opinion byſome of hoſe 


that adhere thereunto, is judged 
the foundadion of: Ch1i/nianity, 
Saivationand the-cerrainty there- 
of;, in which: the fare: and un- 
doubted conſolation. of all be- 
leevers -( giving them a peacea- 
ble-conſcience ): is' founded; and 
upon which the: praide of the 
grace of God leanerhzin ſo. much, 
as. the contradicting this do- 
Arine 1s ſurely to: rob. God of 
the glory of: his: grace; to arrti- 


- butei the merir. of /ſalvacion ts 


the free-will. and; power of mar 
which 'favours-of: Peligiani/ome; 


theſe being: the cauſes: pretended 


why'chey abous: fo. anxiouſhy-to 
retajne 'the- purity of this dos 
arineimther churches , and op» 


_ poſotherafelves to all alterations 


repugnant therounts.- we: 
For my part; to {peake what 
I thinke freely (with cheSalvags 


of a detter judgement;)"tanm of 


D 4 that 
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"I he 


es. 


that minde,, That this do&rine 


of predeſtination containeth- in 
it many things falſe, imperti- 
nent,and diſcrepant with ir ſelfe, 
which Univerſally to-. run 
thorough time permits me not, 


mYUU, 
@ "17 


but I ſhal-leave it to- be examing 
in groſſe in-its. latitude. There 
are foure ſpeciall heads -in my ' 


view; and thoſe of the great 

weight in-this doctrine; Iſhall 
firſt declare them, then give-you 
my own judgement concerning 


them, They are theſe. 


Firſt, That God hath-Ab/alvrely 


. and preciſely decreed the. ſalva- 
tion of ſome particular. men by 
his mercy or grace, and the con- 


- 


demnation of others by: his ju- 
ſtice , without. any ſight or-in- 
tuition in this.decree of righte- 
. ouſneſs , or fin; obedience, or 
diſobedience; that might proceed 


from either of them. 


Secondly, That God, for the 


bringing to paſſe this his prece- 


ding decrec,determined the 


crea 


tion 


I 


WW. *. —_—_ 
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tion of - Adam, and all men in 


him, in the righc ſtate of origi- 


nall righteouſneſs , and futher 
ordained, that chey ſhould fin, 
and fo be deprived of originall 
righteouſneſs, and become guilty 
of; eternall condemnation. 

3. That God hath decreed 
thoſe ( whom he would preciſely 
fave) as to ſalvation, foto the 
means appertaining thereunto, 
to bring them to faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and perſeverance in it; 
and this indeed by his irrefiſti- 
ble grace, and power, ſo as they 
cannot but | beleeve, perſevere, 
and be ſaved. 
4.ThatGod hath deereed to deny 
unto them whom in his abſolute 


will he hath preordained to de- 


ſtruction , and accordingly doth 
not confer...-that grace which is 
ſufficient and neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion;ſo as they are neither able to 
believe neither can they be ſaved. 
Now after the diligent weigh- 
ing and examinationof theſe 
foure 


[ruth defe nded,, 
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_  fonrebranchesin my own bref}, 
-_ mien. 1 cometo deliver the things that 
men © Follow touching this doQtrine of 

gainſt the predeftination. | 
do&rin® 1.. That this. doQtrine is-not 
conraincd . the. foundation of Chriftsaxity, 
pc "on Satvation,or the Certainty therof: 

OT - Net of Chriſtianity. 

ed above. 3+. For.-this predeſtination is 
not that decree of God:wherein 
Chrift is eſtabliſhed: by his Fa- 
* ther, che Saviour, head and foun. 
dation-of thoſe who are made 
heires-of ecernall life;, which is 
the onely fandamental'of Chriſ- 
tianity. -2. Neither 7 is this of 
predeſtination that do&rine,-by 
which men (as living» Rones ) 
are built upon Chriſt ' alone the 
corner ſtone by faith, and joyned 
to him- as members'ro the head. 

Not of ſalvation. » © 
I. For this predeſtination is 
not that decree of the good plea- 
ſure of, God in Chriſt Jeſus, upon 
which alone our f{abration lean- 
, 2. It is no foundation of 
Salva tion, 


I ESO ans «Aa ot SEES, 
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Salyation, for it is not the power. 

of God unto falyation to thoſe 

that beleeye, in that the righte- 
ouſneſs of . God is not manifeſted 

by1t,, ex fide in fidem, from faith 

to faith. Neither of the certainty 

of ſalyation. For thatſtayerh ir 

ſelfe upog..this decrez, they thar 
beleeve ſhall be ſaved; .I beleeve, 
therefore I ſhall be.. ſaved ; but 

this doctrine of predeſtination 
neither, comprehendeth the firſt, 

or. ſecond, member of this ſyllo- 

giſme which ſome confeſſedin 

theſe. words, We. mmeaue not that Conv 
the knowing of this ( predeſtination) che ex. 
s the founagzion of Chriſtianity or gickjThe- 
ſalvation,;:-p- that: .it 45: neceſſary les. 
after he,>{ame warner, as the 


redeſtinarign thus delivered , 
Tock not-contain in it either the 


«#2.7 


neſs 


— 


Truth fended 


neſs of ſins, of the ſpirit of grace, 
and of eternal life, according to 
the tenure of the ſermons ofChriſt 
and the Baptiſt his forerunner; 
and his ſucceſſours the Apoſtles, 
after his aſcention, bur this pre- 
deſtination neither reſpe&s the 
command -of faith and'' repen- 
rance, neither the promiſe, it 
doth- not teach us What kindof 
perſonsGod hath predeſtinatedin 
general,which is properly theEva. 
gelical dorine,but contains init 
a myſtery (onely known to God) 
wherein are comprehended the 
individnal perſons whom God 
hath decreed to fave and con- 
demne.whencelI further conclude 
this doctrine of  predeſtination 
not to be neceſſary, either to 
be known , beleeved , hoped 
in, or effected, to ſalvation, 
ſo a learned man confeſſeth 
in his - queſtions to bee diſpu- 
ted; Why, the Goſpel cannot be 
termed a Book, or diſcovery of 
preaeſtination «ma ;, ſimply in its 


ſelfe, 


| 
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ſlfe , but ' nerra' 71, reſpectively, 

becauſe- it neither Sets downe the * As Iere- 
numerical matter nor forme , abſor 1 2 
lutely, that 1s , It doth not declare Gog knew 
how many, nor whom \_* awvery few betore he 
we excepted) but what kind of came our 


s in oeneral are predeſts- ** he 


nated. 
Thirdly ; This doctrine of 1m 

predeſtination was never ad- 

mitted, . decreed , or approved z arg. 

of for the firſt ſix hundred yeares | 

after Chriſt; in any councel, General 

either general , or particular , Councils, 

not in the Councel holden ar 

Nice , wherein it was determin- 

ed againſt Arrizs , for the diety 

and 6uzoie of the Son of God, 

not in the firſt at Conſtantinople, 

in which it was decreed againſt 

Macedonins , for the diety of the 

holy Ghoſt; not in the Epheſine 

Councel againſt [Neſtorizs for 

the unity of the perſon of the 

Son of God, not in that holden 

at Calcedey, which condemned 

Entiches, and determined for 

| Two 
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. two diſtiat natures in'one and 
the ſame perſon of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ,, not in-the ſecond 
held at Conftanti;ople , in which 
_ © Peter Biſhop of Antioeh,' Anthym 
" the Conftantinopolerane , 'and - 0- 
thers were condemned for aſſert- 
ing the paſſion of the Father . 
' With the Son ; not ir-the third at 
Conſtantinople , 1n which the 246 
nothelites were condemned for 
affirming to-be bur one only will 
and operation in -Jeſts Chriſt; 
Neither had this doRrine any 
berrer intertainment in particu- 
Parricular Jar Councils, as that at Jeruſalem 
Councils. 4-2ufn; neither was it 'vinti- 
lared or confirmed in that held 
at Milevite, in Aﬀriek; againſt 
Pelagins and his errors} "as ap- 
peares by 'the Articles of do- 
Erine decreed in it againrthem. 
And the / doQrine ' of Auſtine 
himſelfe touching this point was 
Jo farre from- being received in 
theſe Conncils that -Celeſtire the 
Romane biſhop, his contempo- 
i rary 
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nry writing to the biſhops of 
France ,.and condemning the 
Pelagion tenents ſhuts [up his 
Epiſtle: in theſe words, As we 


dare 'nort 'contemne, the more 


profound. and: difficult -parts' of 
thoſe —_— ſtarted . and 


| broadly handled by the oppoſers 


of the Hereticks, ſo judge weit 
not - neceflaty to- aber 'them, 
beleeving it ſufficient what: the 
writings have taught us according 
tothe forementioned rules of the 
apoſtolical ſeat, ro the owning 
ofthegrace of God from: whoſe 
and worth nothing oughc 
tobetubſtracted. For thoſe Ca- 
nons mentioned by c_ in 
his'Epiſtle , and decreed in the 
three foregoing particularCoun» 
cils, we ſhall agree well enough, 
mn as'- 0. thoſe: things 
ich were” /requifite for the 


47- 


maintaining of - grace againſt | 


Pelagine 2 iSerrours:: \ [> 
.!Fourthly;' There was: never 
any found , andorthodox teach- 
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ers of the church for 600. yeares. 
next after Chriſt , that ever. 
broched and approved this do- 
Erine of predeſtination , no not 
the keeneſt aſſertors of Grace a+ 

- gainſt Pelagizs,” ſuch was Jerome, 
Anxſtin, the Author of the Book 
entituled,The C all of the Gentiles, 
ProSper, the Aquitani , Hilarius, 
Fulgentias, Oroſins, as appears by 
their writings: 


[ppb = & © mn © zgA co © cc we. oc 


R Fifthly , This holds no agree- 

5 ®'B* ment or correſpondency with 

the Harmony of Confeſſions put 

forthin the name of all the re- 

formed and Proteſtant Churches, 

Printed and publiſhed at Gene2a. 

For if they be faithfully conſult- 

ed, twill be apparently manifeſt, 

that many of them do not agree 

1 in this point, ſome of them onely 

Slancing at it. . And as to the 

four heads above-mentioned, 

chiefly urged in this DoErine, 

not once tonched upon by them, 

no Confeſsion of any Reformed | © 
| Charch | 
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church, delivering, the do&rine 


of predeſtination, as before, pro- 


*| pounded by me.. The Bohemian 


Confeſſion , the confeſſion of the 


Church of England;that of Witten- 
berge, the firſt Helw:rian confeſſion. 
of the foure Cities, Argentgrate, * 


Conſtantia, Memminga, and Lin- 
davia , make not the leaſt menti- 
on of it.. The Baþlian and that 
of Saxony do one]y pointatitin 
three words. The Auguſtan con- 
feſſion 1s ſo darke , thar it ſtands 
in need of annotations to pread- 
moniſh us of it, as they of Gezeva 
have thought; the laſt He/verian 
confeſſion, which hath the conſenr 
and ſubſcription of the greateſt 
part of all reformed churches, 
doth ſo ſpeak of it that I would 
gladly ſee how it is conſiſtent wet 
it as before repreſented, thougn 


the Sabaudican and that at Gene- 


va bave approved it. 


49: 


- Sixthly, Without all rife and. Arg. 
contention this dotrine may be 
E juſtly 


50.- Truth defended; 
juſtly cald into queſtion touching - 
its concordancy with the Belgick 
Confeſſion, anid Heydelberg Cate- 
chiſm ; as ſhall briefly demon-- 
ſtrate. Artic.1 4. Confeſ. Belg. you" 
have this paſſage, Mar knowingly 
The Au. 41d willingly ſubjected Bemſolf i 
thorprove sfn, and by conſequence ro Death and 
the diſa- AMalediction, whileft he inclined his 
greemcnt egr to the words and i1ppoſtures of the 
C_ Devil: Whence F conclude , Man 
ye Beleick ſinned not by any neceſſity of the 
. Confefli- preceding Decree of Predeſtina- 
on,being tion, which is diametrically op- 
tharof his pofite to the DoGdrine thereof. 
5 _— Again, Artic.16. ſpeaking of the 
Joi” Eternal Ele&tion of God, God 


then 
du ſhewed himſelf mwercifall by ſavine 
and freeing them from damnation, 
 whiow/in his everlaſting and unchar- 

geable counſel for hrs gracious goed» 

neſſe, without any reſpect of works, 

be chofe im-his Son Chrift Teſus our 

Lord, and alſo juſt ih relinqusſhing 

others in that therr fall and perditi- 

0- whereinro they hadprecijitated 
themſelves, How theſe words are 

> 424 C0 Ns» 


a. A. tr ant nd es we ans io 7h L 


— 


TL Innocency cleared, | ” 


conſiſtent with the foremention- 
ed Do&rine; I plainly fee 
not. 


RW 


In the Heydelberg Catechiſm, 
#eft.20. Salvation is 100 ' rv 
ro all hs 0 by Chrift who periſhed in 
Adarr, bat ro them onely who ave 
imgrafted into lim by farh,und em- 
brace his benefits, Whence I cont- 
elude God to have fore-appoint- 
ed none abfolutely to Satvarion, 
but thoſe beheld in his Decree as 
befievers,which is in open defiance 
with the firſt and third head of. 
this Predeſtination. So Zeſt. 54. = P*Be 
T believe the Son of God out of all © 
Mankinde doth from the beginning 
antorthe end of the World gather a 
chofew company conſenting in the 
trne faith nnto Erernal life, Where 
Ele&ion to life and conſent in 
Faith are murudlly ptaced roge- 
ther, and the latter 'not fubordt- 
nate to the former, which accot- - 
ding to chic nattire 'of this Do- 
Artne ottghr neceſfarily 'ro have 
h 2 been 
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.thing for thatend, which neither 


| been;and the words run thus,The 


Soy of God calls and gathers by his 
ſpirit and word a company ci 
unto life everlaſting, that they 
might believe and agree in the faith. 
Things being thus, there is no 
cauſe why the maintainers and 
promoters of this Doctrine 
ought with that violence contend 
to obtrude the ſame on their 
Complices, or the Church -.. of 
Chriſt, or rake it in ſuch ill part 
when any thing is taught either 
in Church or Univerſity,not con- 
ſenting , or at variance there- 
with. 


Seventhly ; This Doctrine 
fights againſt the very Nature of 
God, eſpecially with thoſe Attri- 
butes of his Divine Being, b 
which he worketh and mana 


all things,viz. With his Wiſdom, 


on and Goodneſs.It, oppoſeth 
is Wiſdom three waies; 1.1n that 
it aſſerteth God to decree ſome- 
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is 00d, nor can be made ſo, ſuch 
is Gods creation of ſome perſons 
toeternal Perdition to the praiſe 
of his Juſtice. 2. In that it aver- 
reth God by this Predeſtination 
to have propoſed to himſelf the 
demonſtration of the praiſe of 
his Mercy and Juſtice : which he 
could no way do but by an act 
contrary to both; ſueh is that de- 
cree whereby he determined that 
man ſhould fin and become miſe- 
rable. 3. It changetk and invert's 
the order & method, of the two- 
fold Wiſdom of God, manifeſt 


in Scripture, in that it aſſerts God 


abſolutely to have fore-appoint- 
ed the ſalvation of men by the 
Mercy and Wiſdom. comprehen- 
ded in the Doctrine of the Croſs 
of Chriſt; without Nrowpaing 
*rwas impoſlible that man, an 

that through his own default, 
ſhould be ſaved, by Wiſdom per- 


fected inthe Lavv , and infuſed 


into him by Creation, vvhen the 


Scripture ayers the centrary, 
E 3 I Cor. 


54 Truth defended, "FI 


x Cor.12-1. It pleaſed God by the 
feolsomeſs of Preaching, to ſave 
thoſe that believe, T.e,) By the 
Word of the Croſs, after that in the 
Wiſdom of God the world by wiſe 
dew: knew not God. Hg 


'2. It wars againft the Juſtice 
of God,which repreſents him nor 
, only as aLoverof Righteouſneſs 
and hater of fin, but as having a 
perpernal and unſhaken will of 
SivINS Every one his righr: A- 
Sain(t the firſt of rheſe, 1n that ir 
makes God preciſely to will the 
falvation of ſingular men, and 
decree the ſame without any in- 
tuition or reſpect to righreouſ- 
nefſe or obedience, and become 4 
lover of thoſe men more then his 
own Juſtice. Againſt the later, in 
rhat it ftateth Gods vvillingneſs 
to entail mifery upon the crea- 
ture, (which is onely the pyniſh- 
ment of fin ) not beholding it as 
peccant, and ſp a culpable fubject 
of Wrath and Puniſhment , _ 
0 


=: "ny PX, Wo.” F. TO 


fitn 
and permitted by 
inrhis Dorine of) predeftinact 
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"fois: made to impoſe upon the 


creature borh that which belon; 
not unto it,& likewiſe that whi h 


.isin conjuctioh with its greateſt 


eyil, which is abhorrent from his 


Tuſt' ce. According therefore to 
this Doctrine, God firſt detracts 


from himſelf” that which is his | 


right, and attributes to the crea- 
ture that which appertains. nor 
unto ir, to the making of it miſe- 
rable. 


. Itisin open defianee with 
the? 5oodnefſe of God, which is 
an affetionin him of communi- 
catin - good atcording to, char 

e and co Totes Jud - 

ice 


on, God is ſer, forth "unto us-in- 
duced of his own accord , with- 


<orany external Motive, to will _ 
| fo ordain the Eirvy! evil ro the ©. 


Creature, andthrar by atv eternal 


7 predrdination , eceting* ary 
: determination in him of indow- 


ing 


ingit it with the leaſt good, this |; 
' DoErine being a declaration of | 
Gods will to damn,which that he 
might execute,he purpoſed alfo to 
create; now Creation is the firſt | | 
| egreſſe of Divine goodneſſe: | _ 
How diſcrepant. are theſe things | . 
from that bounty of God where- 
by he doth good,, nat only to. the 
undeſerving., but -alſo evil and 
guilty perſons, and which we are 
. commanded ro imitate in our | 
heavenly Father? | 


p< THOR ACT CIPHER 5 | 
| 
[ 


| Eightly, ſt oppugnerh the na- 

| tnreof man, conſider'din lijs be- | 
| ing created ' after the Image of 
B God, in knowledge and, righte- 

| | onſneſſe,in freedom of will, with 

| aptirude andaffeRtion to the e 

| Joyment.. of Erernal life..- heſe 
three thin "ge may be concludeil of 
him out of of chat ſhort ſentence, 


3. Arg. 


CO 5 Do this, and live, tn ous pm a 
T* eſt. that, thouh alt dy e. 

| theſe be Gu away Pom Kh 

force and weight of that momiti- 

| 'on 
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on exciting him to obedience, 


falls to the ground. 


"3. oppoſeth the Image of 
God in man, conſiſting in ſanQi- 
ty and knowledge of him,accord- 


ing to which man was apt, able, 


& obliged to know, love,worſhip, 
and ſerve God, but by this Pre- 
deſtination , intervening, or ra- 
ther prevening , man was fore- 


ordained That he ſhould be viti- 


ous and ſinful; | :.e. ] That he 


ſhould not know God, love, wor- 
ſhip, or ſerve him ,- neither per- 


form that which according to the 
Image of God in his aptitude, po- 


tencie, and obligement, he ſtood 


bound to do,which tat. amounts 
this, That God created man after 
hisown Image in holineſs and 


righteouſneſs, but fore-ordained 
and decreed, That man ſhould be- 
come impure, injuſt, [7.e. ] be 
made conformable to the Satani- 
cal Image. 


| 2. This 


-.8 


Truth defended ; 


2. This do&rine combats the 
libercy of mans will, with which 
he was inveſted by his creation, 
in thar it impedes and hinders 
the uſe and exerciſe thereof by 
binding up and ys the 
ſame to one part, in the doing 
this or thar, ſo that one of theſe 
two,God (which be far fromns 
co think) muſt be guilty of , &- 
ther for that he created man 
with freedom of will , or hindred 
him in the exerciſe thereof , be- 
ing thus created; thefirſt chargeth 
him with. incogitancy , the laft 
with. mutability , and both with 
being iniurious to man and him- 
ſelfe. | ge. 

3.It's prejudiciall to man, in 
regard of that propenſity , and 
capacity implanted in him by his 
creation for the enioyment of e- 
vertaſting life; in as much as by 
this 'predeſtinatory decree it is 
fore-appointed, that the greater 
part of men ſhall not partake of 
eternall bliſs , but fall into ever- 


laſting 


th 
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laſting condemnation , and that 

before the ordinance was 

paſſed in ' heaven | for their 

creation, they are deprived of fa- 

tisfyins their innate inclinations , 

thoſe concreared tendencies to 

life ingrafred in chem by the hand 

of their Creator, and thar not by 

their own preceding finne and 

merit , but {imply and alone by 

this Predeſtination. | 
Ninethly, This Predeſtination 9+**8g- 

is diametricaily repugnant to the 

act of Creation; For, 
1..Creation is the communica- Creation 

tion of good, according to the is. made a 


intfinſecal propriety of its na- Mans t0 
pur iN t5 


ture, burſuch a Creation as hath... _ 


thisintent and meaning , that it che D-- 
may be away by which Reproba- crecs. 
tion formerly made might attain 
its end, is not the communication 
of. 600d, all good is to be eſti- 
mated and judged of according 
to the mind of the giver , or the 
end to, or for which it was given. 
The 


1's) 


1run aefenaed , 


Marth. 26. 
24+ 


The intent of the Donor here had 
been damnation, which muſt have * 


the creature for its ſubject; the 
end or event of this Creation = 
eternal perdition thereof, 
which caſe Creation had not LE 
the communication of any good, 
bur a preparatory to the greateſt 
evil, and that both according to 
the intent of the Creator,and the 
evenc of the thing , according to 
that of our Saviour , It had been 
better for that man that be had ne- 
ver been born. 


2. Reprobation ſavours of hatred, 


& ariſeth from thence, but Crea- 
tiow' cannot proceed 'of hatred, 
therefore it is no way or means 
opPerrarn(ng to the execution 
ereof. 

3. Creation isa perfect act of 
God, a declarative of hisWiſdom, 
Goodneſs , and Omnipotencie; 
therefore not ſubordinate to the 
end of any precedaneous Work 
or action of God, but rather is to 
be looked upon as an act appoin- 


red. 
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ted neceſſarily antecedaneous, 


] and preceding all other actions, 


which he either could decree or 
undertake; for withoyc the pre- 
conception of it, he could not 
ordain the actual undertaking of 
any other buſineſs, withour its ex- 
ecution he could not abſolve and 
finiſh any other Work, 

4. All the actionsof God, ten- 
ding to the damnation of his 
creatures,are aliens and forraign- 
ers, in that God conſents unto 
them for ſome other extraneous 
cauſe, bur Creation is the moſt 
proper act of God, to which he 
could not be moved by any exter- 
nal cauſe, being that firſt act of 
God, without which indeed there 
is nothing elſe bur God, every 
thing that now is having. its be- 
ing by this action. 

5. If Creation be the way or 


| means by which Cod will execute 
the Decree of his Reprobation, 
then he wills more the act of 


REPROBATION , then 
that 


OGT 
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Tharwch that of creation,&plcaſerh himſelf 
, kt "> more inthe act of condemning 
m— ſome of his harmleſs creatures, 
muſt needs then in the act of their Crex 
be leſs tion. | 

confidera- 


ble by him ; | 
then that Laſtly, Creation carinot be a 


which he Way or means to Reprobation, 
willsas according to the abſfolnte pur- 
theend. pofe of God; when that being fi- 
CO niſhed, man might ſtill remainin 
Ele ag Obedience to Gods command, 
reprobare And not ſinne , to which God 
perſons, be. had afforded ſufficient ſtrength 
ing bath in on the one part, and placed an- 
_ *<ſwerable impediments on the 0- 
this DY. ther, which is in open hoſtility 
&rine, With this Doctrine of Predeſtina- 
tion. 


1o.A;g., Tenthly , This Predeſtination 
fures not che- narure. of eternal 
life, and thoſe Titles wherewith 
itis dignified irt Scriptare; its cal 

bed the Inheritance of the ſons of 

Tir, 3.7, God, but thoſe are the one ym 

| 0 
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of G O D according _ toJoh.r, 12, 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 

who believe in the name of Jeſie Matth. 5, 
Chriſt, it's further termed, Then. 
reward of obedience , and of the lu- 

boar of love, the recomperce of thoſe Heb. 6.10. 
who have fought a good fight , and "ROOM 
run well, a crown of richereateſs, =; "aan 
&c. Therefore God hath nor de- 

ſigned eternal life ro any out 'of 

bis abſolute decree, without any 

reſpe&t or conſideration had of 

faith and obedience. 

Eleventhly , This doctrine dif- 
agrees with the nature of eternal! 2". Arg. 
death, and thoſe names pur npon 
it by the Holy Ghoſt ,, it's ſtiled 
The wages of fin, the puniſhment of Rom.6.23 
eternal deſtruction , which ic reſer- , Ther, « 
ved for them that know mat Ged, nei- g, 
ther obey the Goſpel of Chriſt s eter- Matth, 25. 
nal Fire prepared for the Devil and 4": 


| bus Angels; Fire which ſhall con- Heb. 10.27 


ſume the Adwerſaries of God : 
Therefore everlaſting - death is 
prepared for none our of the ab- 

late decree of God, withour a- 


ny 
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ny ſight or intuition of ſin and, 


diſobedience. 


'Twelfthly, This doctrine Jarry 
with the nature and property of 


Sin, and that two. ways. 2. Sin. 


is known by the names of diſo- 


bedience and rebellion in Scrip-. 


ture, which finds no. place in that 
perſon upon whom an unavoy- 
dable neceſlicy of ſfinning by ver- 
rue of the preceding, decree of 
God is incumbent. 2. Sin is the 
meritorious cauſe of condemna- 
tion: Now the meritorious cauſe 
is that which moves the will. of 
God to reprobare according to 
juſtice; it induceth God to whom 
fin is hateful, to rejet and re- 
probate, therefore ſin can be no 


. middle or intermediate cauſe by 


which God executeth his decree 
or will of reprobation. - 


- 13. This predeſtination fight- 
eth agaiuſt the very nature of the 
Brace of God, and as much « io 

iet 
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lyeth, deſtroys its very being, 
She) h it is vreteaded to = 
moſt advantagious and neceſſary 
for its eftabliſhment 5 and this 
ic doth three wayes : Firft, Grace 
is accommodated to the nature 
of man, not aboliſhing the liber- 
ty of his will, but rightly diſpo- 
fing it,and correcting its depravi- 
ty, yeelding unto him his proper 
motions and inclinations ; Bur 
this Doctrine introduceth ſuch a 
kind of grace by which the free- 
dom of the will is wholly taken a- 
way, andthe exerciſe of it hin- 
dred. Secondly, Grace in the 
Scripture is ſet forth unto us as 


received ; but this doctrine im-Lyl, x. ,, 
g ports | 


hr em, | 


06 Truth defenaed ; 


ports om to be afforded ſome 
reprobate perſons, and commu» 
nicated to the very illumination 
of their underſtandings, and pay- 
tic ipation of the Heavenly Gift, for 
no other end and purpoſe, then 
that being lifred up on high their 
fall might be the greater, that 
they might merit and receive the 
more heavy condemnation. 
14 Arg. 14. It's injurious to the glory of 
God, which ſtands not in the de- 
claration of Liberty or Authori- 
a ty, conſiſts nor in the demonſtra- 
TYP) tion of Wrath and Power, but 
punitive ie . 
Juſt.ce, AS it's well conſiſtent with his Ju- 
juppoſcth ſtice, with the honorable falvage 
a lubjzet of his goodneſs, bur it ſtrongly 
p<ccant reſalts from this Doftrine , That 
—_— Ged ts the authcr of ſin upon this 
© decree four-fold account. 
the end 
neceflari- 7_ Tn that it makes God pre- 
” bg ciſely to have decreed the demon- 
means,fin {ration of his glory * by punitive 
and rranf. Juſtice and Mercy in the falvati- 
grefſion, On of ſore; anc ——— 
0 
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of others, which neither is, nor 
ever could be effeted but by the 
entrance of ſin into the world. 


2. In that it affirms, God (for + 5. p. 
the attaining of his end )) * or- 21. where 
dained that man ſhould fin and the ordi- 
become vitious; by which ap- _ 
pointment of God, . man's fall 1. 
was unavoidable. a ws 

3. For thar it aſſerts God to cxecure 
have ſubſcraRted and denied that *t < decree 
grace to man ſufficient and ne- #*P:edcſts 
celſary to the avoidance of fin, 
and that before his actual tranſ- 
qa which is all one, asif he 

ad impoſed upon his creature a 
Law impoſlible for him to keep, 
conſider din the natural capacity 
wherein he was created. 

4. Becauſe it attributes w God 
thoſe actious concerning man as 
well external asinternal, mediate 
( by the intervening of other 
creatures)asimmediate;by which 
man was neceffitated to fin, and 
that neceſſirate conſequent;s , by 2 

F2 conſe- 


Trath defended ; 


conſequential neceſſity ( as the 
School-men call it ) anteceding 
the thing it ſelf, which is wholly 
deſtructive to the freedom of 
mans will; & this a it imputeth 
to God, as out of his chief & pri- 
mary intention , without any 
preſciencie, or fore-knowledge 
of mans inclination, will, or a&- 
on: Hence may be deduRed, That 
Ged truly ſins, becauſe (according 
to this Dorine) he provokes to 
ſin by an unavoidable a, out of 
his own purpoſe and primary in- 
rent, without the leaſt induce- 
ment from the precedent merit 
and fin of the creature : It's fur- 
ther concludable from theſe Pre- 
miſes, That God onely.ſſns ,, it not 
being competible to that man 


4 being the commiſſien of a for- 


idden a& ) who is moved there- 
unto by force inevitable. 


, Laſtly, It follows, That fn z wo 
þn, it neither being ſo inits ſelf, 
nor worthy ot that Name, _— 


| 
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God himſef doth. Befides theſe, 
it wounds the honor of God ano- 
ther way ; but for the preſenc 


| theſe may ſeem ſufficient to be al- 


ledged. 

Fifteenthly , This Doctrine is 
highly ignominious to Chriſt our 
Saviour; for, 1. It ſhuts him out 
of the Decree of Predeſtinarion, 


Is. Arg. 


Vid. pag. 


22, where 


by pre-determining the end, and Crit is 
affirming men were firſt fore-ap- placed as 
pointed to ſalvation , and then 2 means 
Chriſt ordained to ſave them, *2P%* N- 
which removes him from being ,; 1. 


the foundation of EleRion. 2.It Decrce of 


cauſe in the. recovery of our loſt 
falvation , placing him only as a 
cauſe ſubordinate to the ſalvation 
fore-appointed,as aServant &In- 
{trument to apply the ſame to us: 
and this holds coreſpandency wt 
that opinion wherein God is jud- 
ged abſolutely to will the ſalvatt- 
on of ſome men, and that in his 
firſt and ſupreme Decree ( upon 
which all his other Ordinations 

F3 depend 


'denies him to be the meritorious cle&1on. 


Truth defended ; 


Is. Arg, 


2 Cor. 9, 
I9. 


Rey.2, 3, 


depend and follow) ſo that it was 
1mpoſlible thoſe men ſhould loſe 
their ſalvation, and therefore not 
neceſlary by the merit of Chriſt, 
preordained a Saviour to them a- 
lone, to be repaired, and as we 
may ſo ſpeak, found anew,and re- 
covered for them only. 


Sixteenthly: This Do@rineis 
noxtous and harmful to the ſalva- 
tion of men: For, 

I. It hinders that ſaluteferous 
and godly ſorrow for ſin, which 
eannot be found in thoſe who 
have no remorſe and feeling 
thereof, which Contrition no 
man is capable of who commits 
fin by the inevitable neceſſity of 
the Decree of Cod. 

2.It puts to flight that pious 
ſolicitudeof turning our ſelves 
from fin to God, for he that is 
purely paſſive, and like a dead 
m4, not only in the preception 
of the preſent Grace of God ex- | 
citing him; but alſo in his _ 

and 
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and obedience thereunto, and is 

ſo conyerted by an irreſiſtible 

power, that he cannot bur feel 

the pulles of grace, forced to give 

up his aſſent thereunto, whereby 

heis changed, cannot conceive or 

induce into his minde any ſuch 
carefulneſs , unleſs he hath firſt 
felt that irreſiſtible motion, or if 
at any time he ſhould ſtirre np in 
his heart any ſuch ſolicitude, it 
would be fruſtraneous, and of no- 
advantage.unto him, for it could 
not be any true caretulneſs which 
was not begotten in him by chat 
irreſiſtible Orr ACCOLg co the 
preciſe purpoſe, and abſolute in- 
tent of God for his falvatr- 
on. 

3. Ic inhibiteth and reſtrains 
the zeal and ſtudy of good works 
in converted perſons, when it 
ſaich regenerate perſons are in no 
capacity of doing either more or 
leſs gopd then they do;tor he that 
isaRed by faving-grace is obliged 
to work, neither can he int2rimit 

F 4 it, 
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Ph.1.2.12, 


it; but not being agitated there- 
with, he can do nothing, he muſt 
of neceſſity omit it. 

= S —_— all precato- 
ry zeal and fervencie; Prayer is 
that efficacious means inſtituted 
of God for the obtaining of eve- 
ry good thing, eſpecially falvati- 
on at his hands; but from him 
who hath determined the ſalvati- 
on of theſe men, by an #nchangea- 
ble and immutable Decree , Prayer 
can be no means to procure it; 
it's onely the Worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God, for ont of his poſi- 
tive decree of Predeſtination he 
hath appointed the ſalyation-of 
ſuch individual men. 

5- It takes away that wholſome 
fear and trembling in whieh we 
are commanded to work out our 
ſalvation, in that it poſitively af- 
firms, That the elect and believing 
perſon cannot fin with that full 
bent of will as the wicked do,nei- 
ther totally or finally fall away 
from faith or grace received. 


6.It 


| 
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\6.It begets in men a def} pair of 
doing that which their duty re- 


quired , & obtaining that where- 


unto their deſires were carried 
out, when they are taught thar 
the grace of God, which is nece(- 
fary to the production of every 
good act, out of theabſolate and 
preciſe Necree of God, is denied 
to the major partof men, and 
that in purſuance of a preceding 
Decree, equally peremptory with 
the later, wherein he determined 
nor to confer eternal life , but e- 
verlaſting death upon them, it 
cannot bur eaſily hence ariſe, that 
whoever is not perſwaded of his 
being elecred, ſhould judge him- 
ſelf of the number of Repro- 
bates, whence muſt needs ſpring 
up in him a fearful deſparation 
of doing righteouſneſs, and gain- 
ing eternal life. 


- Seventeenthly, This Doctrine 
inverts the Goſpel of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, In the Goſpel God 
y requires 


17, Arg. 


Truth defended ; : 


3 Joh.16, 


requires of men faith and reper” 
rance, promiſing to converts and 
believers life everlaſting ; but by 
this Decree of Predeſtination, | 
Godis ſet forth as preciſely wil- 
ling to give ſalvation to ſome ſin- 
cular men, together with faith 
and repentance by an abſolute 
and irreſiſtible power , becauſe 
*rwas his will and pleaſure to ſave 
them. In the goſpel God denoun- 
ceth eternal death to Impenitents 
and Unbelievers, that deterring 
them by his threats from their in- 
fidelity he might ſave them ;, but 
in this Decree of Predeſtination 
God is repreſented unwilling to 
give unto ſome men that grace 
neceſſary to Faith and Converſi- 
on, becauſe he had peremptorily 
decreed to condemn them. The 
Soſpel ſaith,Ged ſo loved the world, 
that he gave hu onely begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believed in him 
frould not periſh, but have everla- 
fting life: but this Doctrine ſaith, 
G «. o loved thoſe he abſolutely - 
tte 
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Pen | Hed toeternal life, that he hath gi- 

and | yen his Sen for them alone, and 
by works them ap to fa th by force irye- 

on, | fiſtible. In a word, the goſpel 

wil-' | faith, Perform the Command, and 

lin- thou ſhalt obtain the Promiſe ,, be- 

ith | jjeve, and thou foalt live : but this 

ute Doctrine ſaith , Becauſe it 15 my 

uſe will and pleaſure to beftow life upon 

mw thee, therefore will I give faith unto 

al thee likewiſe, which is the very in- 

ts verſion of the goſpel, and a tur- 

'S ning it upſide down 

Ut Eighteenth!y, This Predeſtina- 18.Arg. 
n gion iS in open hoſtility with the 

0 Miniſtry of the goſpel. 

e -7.For no man can be a Minlſter 

" and fellow-labourer with God, 

/ neither the Word preached by 

C him an inſcrument of grace and 

the ſpirit, if the Lord quicken 

> | himwhoisdeadinfin by an irre-* Inftry- 


' | -ſiſtible power, no more then the ment of 
creature could be an inſtrument race 7c, 
of *gracein the firſt Creation or + yk 
Contributory to its reſuſcitation ,n of the 


from the dead, 2. By norld, 


CEE er re neonates — 
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2. By this Doctrine the diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel is made the 
ſavor of death unto death to the 
greater part of Auditors, and an 
inſtrument of condemnation out' 
of the primary purpoſe, and ab- 
ſolute intent of God, without the 
leaſt intuition of their preceding 
Rebellion. 


3. By this Predeſtination bap- 
tiſm to reprobate Infants, the 
children of federal and belie- 
ving Parents, is a meer blank, and 
ſeals nothing, and ſo alcogether 
unprofitable, and that out of the 
preciſe Intention of God, with- 
out any default of the Infants, to 
whom according to divine Com- 
mand this Ordinanceis admini- 


ſired. 


4. This obſtraRts. faith and con- 
fidence in publique prayers and 
ſupplications to God for the 
benefit of all thoſe that hear the 
word, when according to. this 

| docrine 
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doQrine there are many amongſt 
them whomGodis not onely not 
willing to ſave, butin his ſe 
lace, erernall & immutable” will 
preceding all things and cauſes, 
would condemne; notwithſtan- 
ding the Apoſtle injoining Pray- 
ers and ſupplications to be made 
for all men adds this reaſon , for 
this is good and acceptable before 
God onr Saviogar , who will have 
all men to be ſaved, andto come 
unto the knowleadg of the truth, 


5. The compeſure of this Do- 
Arine eaſily renders Paſtors and 
Teachers (loathfull and negligent 
in their funQion,, as if their di- 
ligence were onely advantagious 
to thoſe whom God would pre- 
ciſely ſave, being in no poſlibi- 
lity of periſhing 3 and their neg- 
a. my only Prejudiciall to thoſe 
whom God would have miſcarry, 
and are neceſſarily to be undone 
for ever without any poſlibility 


of ſalvation. 


I 9.This 


I Tim. 2, 


I,4. 
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19 Arg. 19. This Doqrine tends to Re- 
ligions overthrow in Generall , 
and the chriſtian in ſpeciall: Reli- 

t0n conſidered in penerall , is 
ounded upon a twotold love of 
God, without which it neither 
hath nor ever will have any being 
in the world, the firſt is thar 
Lowe of 1r1ghreenſ,.efſe 3 which 
gives being to the hatred of ſin; 
the ſecondis, 2% love of the rati- 
o- all creatuic 2 the love extended 
to man, as in the bufineſle in a- 
gitation, according to that of 

Heb. 1i. &, the Apoſtle, He ih. cometh #1.- 
to God muſt bel:eve that he 1s , and 
that be is arewarder of thole that 
aulrgently ſeek hin; his love of 
righteouſneſle is demonſtrated in 
chis, that he will not give eter- 
nall life to any but thofe that ſeek 
him ; his loveof men, that he will 
beſtow bleſſedneſie upon them, 
if they inquire after him. The mu- 
tuall relation berwixt them isthis; 

| There can be no place for the fe- 
fluxes of love to the creature, 
bur 
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but as the love of righteouſneſſe 
petmits it. I he * fern er is far more *The love 
excellent then ihe la er, there is al- of Righ- 
wayes a way open for the emana- _—_— 
tions of love to the Creature, Jj"'e."* 
where the love of righteouſneſle ch« love of 
bath nor ſtop'r it. the crea* 
The firſt is evident , in Gods con- ture. 
demning man for fin, which he 
loves as his Creature, which he 
would not do, if man were more 
dear to him then his own juſtice 3 
or his eternal ruin more abhor- 
rent then his diſobedience: The 
ſecond is clear, in thathe con- 
demnes none but for ſin, and 
ſaves thoſe thatareturnd from ir, 
which would not be done by him 
unleſſe he yeelded his love to the 
Creature ſo far as juſtice regula- 
ted by judgment permitted it. 
This DoErine of predeſtination 
inverts and changeth this order 
and mutuall reſpect, Firſt, by 
aſſerting God preciſely to will 
the ſalvation of ſome men, with- 
out having in hispurpoſe an eye 

Fo 


Lo 
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to their obedience, whereby his 
love of men is preferd to his love 
of righteouſneſle , and that as 
men, they are more reſpected 
by him then his own juſtice, and 
their miſery more abhorrent un- 
to him , then their ſin and diſe- 
bedience. The ſecond, by aver- 
ring the contrary , that God ab- 
ſolutely will's the deſtruction of 
ſome men , no conſideration 
had in his decree of their diſobe- 
dience, which detract's from his 
love to the Creature that which 
appertains toit, and repreſent's 
a Creature-hatred in God, with- 
out any cauſe or neceſſity drawn 
from his love of juſtice,and hatred 
of obliquiry , wherein true it is 
not, that finis the primary ob- 
ject of Divine diſpleaſure,and the 
ſole meritorious cauſe thereof.Of 
how great importance this is to 
the razing the foundation of Re- 
ligion, we may aptly ſee in this 
fimilitude; ſuppoſe a child 
ſpeaking My father is ſo = 

over 


—— 
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lover of juſfice and equity , that 
if I ſhould be found in waies, of 
difabedience before him, he would' 
diſinhecit me , though; his belos: 
ved ſon, therefore the duty of 
obedience is higbly incumbent” 
upon me, if I think to be his 
heir. Another faith, My father: 
hath fixed his love ſo much upon. 
me, that he is abſolutely reſolved 
to make me his heire ; what need 
is there of obedience? for in his 
immutable Will I am deſtinated 
to the inheritance , and rather 
then he will ſuffer me to come 
ſhort thereof, he will draw me to 
obey him' by force irreſiſtible, 
which isin a direct line of oppo- 
fition ro.the words of the Bap-,,,. 
tiſt, 4nd thinke not to ſay with © 
in your ſelves, Wee have 
ABRAHA M. to our Fa- 
ther', for I ſay awnto yew , 
God ts able of theſe Stones to 
raiſe up Chi drew #unt«s ABRA- 
HAM. 11:29 


3-9» 
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_ ©. The Chrifian Religion is alſo 


Biilc upon this double Love, as 
upon its foundation , 'though a 
ſicele otherwaies conſidered then 
before, according to the change 
of mans ſtate, who being created 
inthe Image and favour of God, 
became peccant through his own 
default, and an enemy to his Ma- 
ker. The love of Righteouſneſs, 
upon which our Religion lean- 
eth, is chiefly that which once he 
declared only in Chriſt, that no- 
thing ſhould expiare fin, but the 
blood and death of his Son, neither 
weuld he admit him our Adv- 


cate and Interceſſor, but as be- 


fprinkled with his blood. A de- 
clarative of this he makes daily in 
the preaching of the Goſpel, that 
he will not communicate Chriſt 


and his benefits to any but thoſe | 


that turn unto and believe in 
him. The Love to miſerable ſin- 
ners, upon which alſo the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is bottom'd, is, _ 

tha 
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that by which he hath given 
Chriſt his Son for them , and ap» 
pointed him the Saviour of them 
that believe, as alſo that by which 
he requires obedience, not accor- 
__ the rigour and ſeverity 
of his urmoſt right and aurhori- 
ty, but with grace and clemency, 
and the promiſe of remiſſion of 
fin, if ſo be lapſed man repenr. 


'This Fundamental che doEtrine 


of Predeſtination encounters two 
ways : Firſt, by affirming Gods 


love to be ſo great to ſome Sin- ' 
ners, that he would preciſely ſavÞ . © 


them before he had given fatisfa- 
Rion to his love of Juſtice in 
Chriſt Jeſus , and that in his 
fore-knowledge according to his 
purpoſe; nay, it overturns the 
foundation of Chriſtianity , by 
repreſenting Cod willing to have 


| his juſtice ſatisfied, becauſe hee 


would preciſely ſave theſe men 
which 1s to ſubordinate his love 
of Juſtice, reſtified in Chriſt, to 


hislove of ſinfal men, whom he 


G 2 would 
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would reſolutely.fave. Secondly, 
by making God abſolutely wil 
ling to damn ſome ſinners, with- 
out any conſideration of: their 
impenitency, when a plenary {+ 
tisfa&ion to his love of Juſtice, 
and hatred of Sin had been given 
in Chriſt Jeſus; ſo that nothing 
ſtood in the way of his mercy to 
be ſhewn unto Sinners, be they 
what they will, but the con- 
dition of repentance ; except 
ſome have a minde to ay, what 
is contained in this doctrine of 


Predeſtination , that God will | 


proceed in greater ſeverity with 
the major part of men, then hee 
did with _ and his apoſtate 
Angels, an that it is his. will 
that Chriſfand the Goſpel profit 
them no more then the internal 
ſpirits; that the gate of mercy is 
equally ſhut againſt them both; 
when theſe ſinned in their own 
perſons out of malice by a vo- 
luncary act, the other 1n their 
Parent Adam, having no actuall 
being of themſelves, To 
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©. To the better underſtanding A more 
how this twofold love is the foun- ©X2©t de- 


dation of Religion, and that in 


claration 
of the 


the mutual reſpect one tO Ano- preceacnt 
ther, let's ponder more accurate- things, 


ly chat of the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews, He that cometh unto God 
mu#t believe that he w,& that he is 
a rewarder of all thoſe that diligently 
ſeek him:In theſe words, two fund- 
amencals are laid againſt the two 
fiery darts of Satan, Security and 
Deſpair, the - pernicious Peſts of 
Religion, either of them ſuffici- 


| entto the everſion and extirpa- 


tion thereof. The firſt flatters a 
man into the perſwaſion thar 
though he ſerve nor God, yet 
ſhall he not periſh , bur obraine 
ſalvation. The other renders him 
confident, that though hee do 
worſhip and ſerve him, yer ſhall 
he not get any remuneration of 
him ; either of theſe exclude all 
true divine worſhip. An Antidote 
againſt. both, the Apoltolicall 
words affords. He that RO 
* GO 


Heb. rr, 
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God wil give eternal life to thoſe | 1 
onely that feek him, and upon all | | 
others inflict everlaſting death, | 1 
cannot eaſily be ſecure; he that | « 
| credits God to be a rewarder of | | 
| | thoſe that ſeek him, will not rea- | - 
| dily deſpair : The ground of the 
| firſt perſwaſion is Gods love of 

| Righteouſneſs, more dear to him | | 

| then Man himſelf , which ſhakes | : 

| off ſecurity ; The foundation of | | 

| the other, by which man believes | 
| ſedfaſtly God to be a rewarder 
of the true ſeekers of him, is that 

li his ſo great love to the Creature 
1 Man , that nothing impedes his 
| beftowing ſalvation on him , but 
the love which hee bears to his 
own Juſtice, which is ſo far from 
being an hindrance, that it doth 
rather promote and adyanceit: 
| Upon this account, Man in his 
| | diſquifition and ſearch of God, 
( is not dubious of divine remune- 
ration; and thus diffidence or 
deſperation is put to flight: If ſo, 
that this double love and the = 
cua 


— 
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tual relation,as hath been clear'd, 


be Religions foundarion, withour 
which it cannot ſubfiſt; 'then the 
doQrine repugnant to this love, 
both abſolute and relative,everts 
and overthrows the fame. 


Twentiethly, This Do&rine 
of Predeftination, as well in for- 
mer times, as theſe wherein wee 
live, ſtands rejeRted by the grea- 
ter part of the Profeſfors of Chri- 
ſtianicy. To pals in filence the A- 
ges foregoing, things themſelves 
witneſs it hath been reputed er- 
roneous by the Church of Rome, 
the Anabapriſticall and Lutheran 
Churches. ' 

Luther and Melanchthin, though 
in the beginning of che reforma+ 
tioir they- approved ir, yet af- 
terwards deſerted it: This the 
later writings of Aſcianchrhon ap- 
p—_ reltifie of him. The ſame 
ing witneſſed of the other by 
the Lutherans themſelves , who 


earneſtly contend rather for | 
G 4. their 


87 | 


20 Arg. 


= Tb, GCTCFFACA 5 


their Maſters more full declaring 
of his: judgenient in this, then 
defertion of. the former opinion. 
Philip Melanchthon believed this 


apinion .of-'Predeſtination 'nor - 
much different from the' Stoical . 


Fate, as his papers teſtifie,eſpeci- 

_ ally fiis Epiltle to Caſper Pexce- 
"rus, | Lelins certifies the' conteſts 
ere grown ſohigh at Geneva about 
the Stacal Fate, that one is impri- 

ſonta becauſe he differs fram: Gen. 

Omiſerable times ! the d'Arine of 

the GoSpell obſcured with ſtrange 
and forraign arſputes! | | 


. The bi.ofthe Daniſh Char- 
ches in general, is evident from 
the writings of Nicholas Hem- 
minge in his Treatife of Univer- 


fad grace, where he thus ſtates-the * 


Controverfie with his Adverſarics, 
[Whether the Ele helieve, or Be- 
tievers axe elected? ] Thoſe who 
afſert the firſt, he judges them to 
agree with the doctrine of the 
Atanicheecand Stocks , thoſe Fu 

: c 
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thelarer perſwaſion, with Moſes 
andthe Prophets, Chriſt and his. 
A, oft les. by 


Further ,, Many jn. our owne 
Countrey do 1o ill reſent this do- 
ctrine, as they bave openly pro- 
fels'd they neither can nor will 
have communion with our 
Church. Some that have joyned 
themſelves,yet with this proteſta- 
tion, that, they. could: not cloſe 
with this opinion; .and.. not a. 
few (upon the. ſcore of, Predeſti- 
nation. onely ) bave fallen away 
from our; Churches , who have 
been of. che. ſame minde with us; 
others threatning to leave us, u3- 
leſs they.' were ſatisfied ; the 
Charch was not' of this judge- 
ment. 


Certainly, there isno doctri- 
nal point, the Papifts, Anabapriſts, 
and Lutherans do more ſharply 
oppoſe, and by whoſe means pro- 

' CUre greater envy to our. C arch, 


caſt- 
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caſting an Odinm upon all the 
Doctyines thereof, as if there 


were no blaſphemy againſt God . 


ſo dreadful , either utterable or 
imaginable, which according to 
this opinion of our Teachers, 


might not upon good conſe- 


uence bee deduced from this 
debinacion 


Laſtly, There was rarely ever 
any difficulty, or controverſie in 
theſe our Churches all along ſince 
the times of Reformation, which 
hath nor had its riſe from this 
Doctrine, or been in ſome con- 
junctisn with it : For the truth 
of this, wee may recollect the 
conteſts at Leydey in the- matter 
of Coolhaſins ; thoſe at Gonda, in 
the buſineſs of Herman Herberts, 
thoſe at Hor! about Cornelius 
wigyer, and Medenblick in the 
cauſe of Taco Sibrand. 


And this was not the leaſt mo- 
tive inducing me to adiligent a- 
| nimad- 
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nimadverteney of this point, en- 
deavouring that no damage ac- 
crue thereby unto our Churches, 
the Papacy hence geting ground, 
whoſe ruin (asof the Kingdome 
of Antichriſt) all pious Teachers 
ought to wiſh, ſcudiouſly ſeek , 
and as much as in them lies, pur- 
fue: And thisin brief, is that I 
have meditated upon this Doc- 


trine of Predeſtination, as it hath 


1n all faithfulneſs been propoun- 
ded by mee from the Authours 
thereof, not affixing the leaſt 
fpllable ro them which I cannot 
clearly prove from their own wri- 
tings. 

' Others of our Teachers do hold 
forth the DoAtrine of Predeſtina- 
tion with ſome diffrence from the 
former, and that two ſeveral 
wayes, which I will briefly run 
through. 


The Judgement of ſome of them 
is this, 


Firſt, 


4 TAY AC! CSS Oi 


Firſt, That Godwath purpoſed 
in himſelf by an Ecernal and Im- 
mutable Decree, our of the lump 
of mankinde, to make the leſſer 
part (for his good. pleaſure). par- 
takers of grace and glory, to the 
pw of his renowned Merey, 

ut by his preterition , to leaye 
thegreater partiin the (tate of Na- 
ture, impotent; to ſupernatural 
things, and not communicate to 
them--that: ſaving and ſpiritual 
grace, by which. their - nature yet 
whole and integrate might;-be 
eſtabliſh*d; or corrupted and-de- 
praved, reſtored to the demon- 
firation of his Liberty, but after- 
ward being made peccant and 
culpable, to puniſh them with e- 


ternal death, for the illuſtration _ 


of his Juſtice. 


Secondly, Predeſtination(which 
word with theſe men is taken in 
the ſtrict ſenfe for EleRtion,” and 
oppoſed to Reprobation) is con- 
ſiderable iz reſpe:t of the end and 

h the 


Iinocrency cieared, 


— 


the means leading therennto. Tn re- 
ſpe& of the exd, which is ſalvari- 
on, anda manifeſto of his glorious 
grace, Man's confider'd abſolute- 
ly and indifferently in his own 
nature in reference to the means, 
heis looked upon as of himſelf, 
and in himſelf periſhing, and as 
Suilty in Adam. 


Thirdly, In the Decree, touch- 
ins the end, theſe gradations are 
obſervable ; Gods preſcience by 
which he foreknew the predeſti- 
nate, then hz prefiniticu, by which 
he preordain'd the ſalvation of 
thoſe whom he foreknew : Firſt, 
By eleQing them from ecernity,; 
then by preparing grace for them 
in this life, and glory in the life 
to come. 


Fourthly, Means appertaining 
ro the execution of this Predeſti- 
nation, are to be Chrift kimſelf. 
then efficacicus calling to faith m 
kim, whence ariſeth J##tification, 

and 
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ard then the gift of perſeverance to 
the end. 


Fifthly, Reprobation,as weare 
capable of underſtanding it,con- 


ſits of two acts, Preterition, and 


Predamnation, the firft anteceda- 
neous to all things & cauſeswhich 
areecither in them, or exiſt by 
them, (z.e.) beholding man abſo- 
lutely and indifferently under no 
conſideration of ſin. 


Sixthly, To execute this a of 
Preterition, two means to be fore- 
appointed, Derel/i*3on in the ſtate 
of Nature, uncapable of ſuper- 
natural performances, and Nox- 
communication of grace, whereby 
their nature uncorrupted might 
be confirm'd, or depraved might 
be reſtored. 


Seventhly, Fredammation like- 
wiſe to precede all things, yet not 
without the preſcience of the cau- 
{es-of damnation ; God: in his 

fore- 
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foreknowledge beholding man as 
an offender, and guilty of death 
in Adam, therefore liable to pe- 
riſh outof the neceſſity impoſed 
upon him by Divine Juſtice. 


Eighthly, The means ordained 
to put into execution this Pre- 
damnation. 1. J«ft deſertion, and 
that's either of Explorat:on, 
wherein God conferres not his 
grace, or of Paniſhment , when 
God deprives man of all his ſal/z- 
tiferoms gif, and delivers him up 
into the power of Satan. 
2. Means hardening , and thoſe 
things that accompany it, to the 
- damnation of the Repro- 

ate. : 


Others declare their Opinion 


The e- 
Firſt, That God willing to de- cond Opi- 
cree from eternity the EleRion nion cone 
of particular perſons,&Reproba- <*9'"s 


tian of others, looked upon _ — 


95 Tiuth deterded ; 


kind not onely as made,but as fal- 
lenand corrupted , and therefore 
guilty of Malediction,from which 
he determined freely by his grace 
to ſave ſome tor a declarative of 
his Mercy, and leave others under 
the curſe in juſt Judgement, for a 
manifeffc.of his Juſtice ; and this 
withour any conſideration had of 
Repentance and Faith in the one, 
or Infidelity and [mpenitence in 
the other. | 


FOR Secondly , The ſpecial means 
Buving «f particularly belonging to the ex- 
the 6:1: @- ecution of this Decree of Electi- 
pinion. On and Reprobatton, are to be the 
fame with thoſe laid downin the 
ſtating of the firſt Opinion, ex. 
cepting thoſe in common, apper- 
taining jointly to both, for the 


judgement of theſe men we now | 


repreſent, makes not thefall of 
man as a zcans preordain'd to the 
accompliſhment of rhe preceding 
Decree of Predeſtination , but 


onely as a proereſis,or an occaſion | 


admt- 


DO — 
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alminiſtred for the framing 
hereof. | 


Both of theſe Opinions, accor- ,,,. 
ding ro their outward ſhape, do examines 
in this only differ from the firſt; theſe Opi- 
that they neither place Creation ons. 


— 0, TA & * TD XX TT. V5 a 


nor the fall as a middle cauſe fore- 
appointed of God to execute this 
preceding Decree of Predeſtina- 
tion, though the rwo later them- 
ſelves agree not concerning the 


| Fall. The firſt of them po_ 


Election in . reſpe& of - the end, 
and preterition the firſt 'part- of 
Reprobation, as preceding the fall; 
the ſecond, as both of them ſub- 
ſequent ther-unto. ' Amongſt 6- 
ther reaſons inducing theſe men 


to deliver the DoErine of Pre-' 


deſtination this way,without kee-: 


- ping the high Road with: their 


Predeceſlors ; - this was not: the 
meaneſt, their willingneſs to pre” 
vent, leſt God with the ſame | 4 ; 
bability ſhould be cencluded- the 


' Author of ſin from'this heir 'Do-! 
nh - 


Arine, 
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Erine, as ſome of them have jud- 
ged it concludable from the firſt. 
But really, if with diligent inſpe- 
ion we well examine theſe Opi- 
> The ſe- nions of a later * Edition,compa- 
cond andred with the Judgements of the 
third O- ſame Authorsin other points of 


pinions - Religion, we ſhall find the fall of 


= Qi bL- 
_ mm" confiderable , ( according to the 


Tenents of theſe men ) then as a 
neceſſary executive means of the 
preceding Decree of Predeſtina- 
tion; and this the purport of the 
two reaſons comprehendedin the 
ſecond Opinion apparently evi- 
dence. The firſt is , Gods deter- 
mination by the Decree of Re- 
probation,to deny unto man that 
proce neceſſary to the antidoting 
is nature againſt the poyſon of 
ſin; (4.e.) decreed not to confer 
that grace which was neceſſary to 
avoid obliquity; ſo that mans 
rranſgrefſien being under a Law, 
becomes inevitable, and his fall a 
means appointed to bringin to 
| ! act 


Adam not poſſibly otherwayes 
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act the Decree of Reprobation, 
The ſecond is, their bicetomy of 
Reprobation into Prererition and 
Predamnation which according to 
the tenor of rhis Decree are cou» 
pled cogether by a neceſſary con- 
nexion one with another , ande- 


qually extenſive, for all they that - 


were paſſed by of Cod in the col- 
lation of 'grace, are alſo damned; 
and no. others; whence we gather, 
Sin s5 a neceſſary reſult of the De» 
eree of | Reprobation , otherwayes 
there were a poſſibility of not 
finning left unto perſons under 
this Preterition, and ſo of not pe- 
riſhing, ( fin being the only pro- 
curing cauſe of damnation ) and 
ſo ſome thus paſſed by of God, 
neither ſaved nor condemned, 
which is a great abſurdity. This 
Opinion we ſee is 6bnoxious ro 
the ſame inconvenience with the 
firſt, and whileſt it endeavoursto 
avotdir, it falls intoan open and 
adſurd ' contratiftion- of ir-felf, 
4 $. Th H £2317 4 according 
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according tothis; Prima ubig, ſu 
fimiks fits! 15512,- | 


The third Opinion eſcapes this 

..-- Mosk; better then the other , had 
— ” not the Patrons thereof deliver'd 
cor {ome thing for the declaration of 
auxilit Di= Predeſtination and Providence, 
viat, 9% from whence the neceſlity of the 
poſicoice Fall:may be inferred, which can- 
—_ not have any other riſe then Pre- 
' YVhitake; deftinatory ordination. Their 
quored by deſcription of divine Ppermiſsion 
Macc0V- of ſin is very pertinent; [ Perms/- 
T; _ ſion 3s the ſubſtraction of Divine 
Pr grace, whereby God, (executing the 
Subft-afto derrees of has will by. rational crea 
auxilio Dei tyres) either doth not reveal hu mill 
bomo fa to the creature , whereby he would 
cu atibus have:it effected, or: deth not incline 
- Faxdam its will in thatiact tn obedience to hu 
nc xts s 4 ' 
203 potuic. 098;: To which they adde , If" is 
Paizus, bt fo, the creature fins neceſſarily, 
CaP' 4.P. 36k artly and freely. If any 
ee gens reply, This defcription 1s not. qua- 
_ drant to: Gads tpermiſsion of. 
hom, =gevtn.6n,we cloſe with him ; yet 
as nevertheleſs 


-- Cont» tw, >-©&ih- 


m-mXe © nD 
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nevertheleſs » Hence..it follows, 
That all other fins aredone una- 
yoidably. Again, It's, reducible 
hither what ſome of them. con- 
tend with that eagerneſs for, pix. 
That the manifelcation;of., glory 
divine, which needs muſt. be illu- 
ſrrated, is | giacen in the demon. 
ſration Mercy and Juſtice 
punitive, which cannot. be effect; 
ed but by the entrance of fin. and 
miſery byit, at leaſt to the loweſt 
deſert thereof into the worlg; 
ſuch a declarative of Gods, glory 
introducing a neceſsityof ſinning, 
And the Apoſtacie of Adam be- 
ing unavoidable', thetefore...it 
( together with | Creation ) are 


means ſubſervieatto the executi- 


cpalg not nece gy enlye us ; 
is Creation unlets by vere Py 
this predeſcinatory.De Decree;which 
cannot hold, aty, middle placet be- 
twixt them, buc.is ſet over them 
precedaneous tQ. them both, -ſu- 


on of this ore mans. rrvorr 


bordinating Creation to Apoſta- 


H3 CY, 
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cy and Both'to the execution of 
-bie and the ſame decree, to de 
meohſtrate Juſtice in the puniſh- 
Mear of ſin, and Zercy in the 
reſhifion thereof: Otherwiſe 
the aeteſfary- ſequel of Creation 
had a6r been intended by God it 
it, winch isimpoſſible. But grant 
the neceſſity of thefall coutd not 
be concluded from the pretniſes 
of her rhefe two laſt Opinions; 
yet all the forementioned Argi- 
metits level'd- againſt the firſt, 
witha little diverſification ,'are 
prevalent againſt theſe , as would 
plainly appear upon a debate'of 
—_. | 
EC 4... AL 55 
- Hitherto I have declared the 
Opinions of others in the point 
of Predeſtination\fo much incul- 
cated'in our Charches and mniver- 
ſ75 6f Leyden; rogerher with m 
own reaſorsitiducing me to a dif- 
allowance of thetn* I come inthe 
laſt place to offet my 'own Judg- 
ment concerning it, and _ be- 

=. eeve, 


— 
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f leeve, moſt conformable to the Eo: 
s | Wordof God. 


e 7. The firſc and abſolute de- 4Arminiys 
s | creeof God concerning the ſal- his own 
n | vation of finfal Man, is tharJu%*- 
# | whereby he decreed to appoint. dei 
t | Jeſu Chriſt the Mediator, Redee- in hand. 
t | mer, Saviour, Prieft and King , 
s | who ſhould aboliſh ſinne by bit 
f | death,recover (by his obedience) 
+ | loſt righteouſneſs, and by his ver- 
tue communicate the ſame. 


f 2. The ſecond preciſe and ab- 
f | folute decree of God, is that 
wheteby he determined to re- 
ceive into favour repentant and 
» | believing perſons, and thoſe per- 
t | ſevering to the end, to fave in 
- | Chriſt, for Chriſt, and by Chriſt, 
. | the impeniteric and unbelievers 
7 to leave in ſin under wrath, and 
. | deſtroy as aliens from Chriſt. 


| [ 3. The third decree, is that 
whereby he ordained (to admini- 


h H 4 ter 
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\ſier ſufficiendlyand efficaciouſly) 


means neceſſary to faith and re- 
pentance; and this adminiſtra- 
tion to be framed according to 
his Wi/deme, whereby he knowes 
what beſt becomes his mercy and 
ſeverity, and according to his 
Juſtice, by which, he is prepared 
to. follow the preſcript of his 
Wiſdome, and put the ſame into 
Execution, 4 


4. Hence follows the fourth, 
whereby he decreed the ſalvati- 
on and condemnation of. ſome 
ſingular and certain perſons; and 
this Divine Ordination; leans 
upon his Preſcieucy, whereby hee 
knew from eternity, who (accor- 


ding to the youchſafement of i- 


doneous means to faith and. con- 
verſion by By preventing 'Srace) 
were to believe, and by his ſubſe- 
quent perſevere, & who were not 
to believe nor perſevere. 


This 
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This Predeſtination thus ex- 
plained, is, 


7. The Foundation of Chriſti- 
anity, Salvation, and Aſſurance. 
2. The Materials of the Goſ- 


pel, yea the very Goſpel it ſelf, 


and as to the two * firſt Arti- 
cles thereof, neceſſary to be be- 
lieved unto ſalvation, 

3. Neither hath it had need 
to be examined or diſcuſs'd in ei- 
ther General or Particular Conn- 
cls, being clearly and expreſly 
totidem werbis contained in the 
Scriptures, nor ever contradicted 
by any Orthodox Divine. _ 
| 4. Alwayesacknowledged and 
held forth by all found Teach- 
ers. : 
S. It accords with the Har- 
mony. of all Confeſſions ſet forth 
by the Proteſtant Churches. 

6. It agrees very fitly, with 
the Belg ck. Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſme ;-andif the words in the 

| 16, Art. 
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16. Art. Some and others | be ex- 
plained by beleevers and unbe- 
lievers, my judgement is dilucidly 
comprehended in it, which moved 
me _ to diſpute publikely in 
In collegio the Colledge) to order the que- 
—_— _ to be ſtared in the vow Fo 
#eva , the Confeſſion. It agrees with t 
Mans Catechiſm, Qzef.2c.54. 

7. It very well ſutes the Na- 
ture of God, viz. his wiſdome, 
geodnef5, and righzeonſneſs is the 
principal matter and cleareſt de- 
monſtration of them. 

8. It's at very g00d agree- 
ment with the Naws of Man, 
whether conſidered in” the ſtate 
of Innocency, Apoſtacy., or re- 
ſtanration.. | 

9. It holds good correſpon- 
dency with the Act of Creaticn, 
confirming it to be the commu- 
nication of good , according to 
the intent of God, and the event 
of the thing, chat it had. its riſe 
from Divine goodneſ5, 1ts continu- 
ation and preſervation from Di- 

vine 


mth. A mw £ _— 7 nd. «a Ry 


z 


7” & GW 7. 3 * 


a 7 


2 ”—_ —_ 


Innocency cleared, 


vine Love, and char it is the per- 
ſet and proper work of God 
wherein he pleaſed himſelf., and 
procured all -chings which: were 
neceſſary, ad non jeccandum, tO A 
fiot ſmning. | 
10.1t conſents with the Natare 
ef eternal life, and thofe titles 
wherewith it is dignified in Scrip- 
ture. | 
*-IT, With the Property of eter- 
mil drath,and thoſe names pur up- 
tt by the Holy Ghoſt. TE 
-T2. It makes ſinne to be'ttuly 
diſobedience,and the mericorious 
cauſe of condemnation , and fo 
concords with Apoſtacy and 
Tranſsreſfion. - ny, 
13. It harmonizeth with 'the 
Nature of Grate, by aſcribitg: all 
things competible therenntwo;re- 
conciling it ro his juſtice, and the 
nature and "liberty of * Mans 
will. | 2 
14. It's a moſt adyantagious 
declarative of the glory of Gods 
Tafticeand Mercy , ar" 
Tis 
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bim the cauſe of all good, and 


-our ſalvation; and Maa the cauſe 


of fin, and his own ruin, © |. 

IF.It contributes to the ho» 
nor of Jeſws Chriſt , appointing 
him the foundation of. Predeſti- 
nation, the procuring and com- 
municatory cauſe of ſalvation, +. 

16. It greatly promotes the 
ſalvation of men, being the power 
and means unto eyerlaſting life , 
procreating in them ſorrow. for 
(in, a ſollicitons care. of converſion, 
faith in C hriſt,, ſtudy of good works, 


zeal in prayer, cauſing us to work, 


out our ſalvation with fear and 
trembling, and as far as is necella- 
ry, hinders deſperation. . . ,;.. 
17.:It confirms, and eſtabliſh- 
eth-that Order avd Method the 
Preaching of theGoſpel requires; 
Firſt, exating Faith, aud Repu; 
taxce;, then promiſing Remwsyſiop 
of Sn, the grace of the Spirit, and 
eternal life. wy. a 
18. It ſtrengthens the diſpen- 
lationof the Goſpel,and renders 


l., it 
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it fruitful in the promulgation 
thereof, adminiſtry of the Sacra- 
ments, and Publike Prayers. 
"19; It is the ale arr of 
Chriſtianity, in that in it the dou- 
ble Love of God are haply joyned 
together, and art good agreement 
one with another, namely , his 
Love of Righteouſneſs with his 
love of men. 

Laſtly, This doctrine hath al- 
ways been allowed of by the ma- 
jor part of Chriſtians, and to 
this day ſtands approved' by 
them ; neither can it adminiſter 
an occaſion'f its abhorrency,or 


"Sround of contention in the 


Chriſtian "Church : Its much to 
be wiſhed.” that men would pro- 
ceed no further in this matcer, 
neither be inquiſitive into the un- 
ſearchable judgements of God any 
more the \as revealed in” the 
I 
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And this is that ( moſt Neble and 
Potent States) Thave to declarg 
ro your Highneſs's concerning this 
Dottrine ſo much ventilated w% 
the Church of Chriſt : And if 1 
| ſhould not be burdenſome, I have 
ether things to offer to your High- 
neſs*s conducing to the declaration 
of my 'ndgement, and leading ta 
the [elf-[ame. end, for which I am 
| commangca hither by your High- 
xeſs's :* The Providence of 
Gad; the Free-will of Man; 
Perſeverance of Saints; Aſſu- 
rance of Salvation, are points 
of ſo great affinity with thu 
Dec trine of Predeſtination , and 
have ſomuch dependance wpon it, 
that with your good leave I ſhah 
deliver my ſelf upon. them. 


| He Providence of GO D, I 
judge to be that carefal,con- 


tianal , and gh ens eye of 


Ged , by which the care of the 
whole #niverſe, and all particular 
| Creatures 


Innecency cleared. 


— 


I'Ty 


Creatures (:not one exempted) is 
upon him, to the conſervation 
and government of them in their 
eſſence , qualities, ations, and 
pa flions, as it beſt becomes him 
and ſntes them, to the glory of 
his Name, and falvation of Be- 
lievers. Herein I fubſtrat no- 
thing from Divine Providence 
competible to it; but yeeld ic 
the canſervation , regulation, 
Subernation, and direction of all 
things, even to the abolition of 
Chance and Fortune ; yea, L 
ſubject to the great Providence 
the Wilt of an, and the wery acts 
of the rational creature,ſo that no- 
thing is done without its will , 
though contrary thereunto: This 
difference betwixt good and bad 
aQtions onely obſerved, inthat we 
aftirm God both to will, and do good 
acts, but frzely to permit the bag, 
being willing to concede the at- 
tribution of all ats excogitable 
cancerningevil to the providence 
of God ,, ſo; wee take heed. leſt 

39 thence 
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thence God be determin'd The 
Amthor of $in, which I evidently 


enough teſtified in a Diſpute 


once and again under me at Ley- 
den , concerning the righteouſ- 
neſs and'efficacious Providence 
of God inevill; in which I en. 
deavoured to aſcribe unto Provi- 


dence all thoſe a&ts concerning -- 


fin attributed to God in Scrip- 


ture, making ſuch progreſs here-: 


in, that occaſion was taken by 
ſome of impeaching me with ma- 
king GOD the Author of Sin, 
which was often produced againſt 
me at Amſterdam , according to 
their ſuggeſtion from thoſe The- 
ſes; buc how juſily, it is ſuffici- 


ently manifeſt from my anſwer 
;to the one and thirty Articles 


(mentioned above) falſly impo- 
led upon me, this being one of 
them. | YI 

Tonching mans will, I am of 
that opinion that hewas indow- 
ed with knowledg ,- holineſs and 


other 
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other abilities by his Creation , 
whereby he was able to under- 
ſtand, eſtimate, conſider , will 
and performe true good ; even as 
far as the commandment obliged 
him; yet not this without the 
anxiliaries of Divine grace; In 
the ſtate of Aroſtacrand %, he 
is diſabled of himſelfe and by 
himſelf tro think , will , or doa- 
ny thing truly good, and ſtands 
in need of the renovating andre. 
generating power of God in 
Chriſt by his Spiric in his -»relleft 
affef111ns \, will and all other fa- 
culties, to impower him hereun- 
to; bur, participating hereof as 
freed from ſin, heis able to think 
will and do good , _ Rill as un- 
der the Supplies o 

God. 

Concerning the grace of God I 
believe it to be that gratuicous 
and undeſerved *aſſ'9, whereby 
God is well affeted towards a 


miſerable ſinner, by which , firſt 


he gave his 5:»», that whoſoever 


be» 


the grace of 
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be'ieve's in hm might havente - 
nal life, imd then in and for E briſt 
juſtifies him , and ads; ts him into 
the right of his ſons mnto Salvation. 

2. [tis rhe infuſion of Spiritual 
gifts into the underſtanding , 
will , and affeftions of man, 
appertaining to his regeneration 
and renovation, viz. Farrh, hoe, 
Charity &c, without which 
Sratious donatives , man 1s not 
meet to think, will or do any 
thing that pood is. 


3. Grace is that continued 
a} flance , that non-intermiſſive 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt, by which 
theSpirir doth inſtantly perſwade 
& excite man , { before Regene- 
rate ) unto goodnefle , infuſing 
Salutiferous cogitations , inſpi- 
ring him with holy defiers, to 
the willing of good Actually; 
yea alſo by this he ſo wills and 
works together with man, that 
what man will's ,he might accom- 
pliſh. 

And 
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And thusI atribute to Grace the 
begining, continuance , and con- 
ſummation of all goed , fo far as 
thar man now regenerate, with- 
out this preventing , exciting , 
Subſequent , and Cooperating 
Grace, is in capable to think, 
will, or do any good, or reſiſt 
any noxious temptation. Hence 
it's apparently manifeſt, Iam no 
way injurious to the grace of God, 
by aſcribing roo much to the 
free will of man, as ſome aſperſe 
me. The hinge upon which al the 
Controvercy is turned, is this, 
whether the grace of God bean 
irreſiſtible force: ations and 0- 
perations as aſcribable to grace, 
are not here diſputed, none more 
ready then my ſelfe to confeſle 
and inculcate them all, the man- 
ner of the operation onely is that 
in debate, wherein I believe ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, chat 
many reſiſt the HolyGhoſt , and 
repell Grace offered them. 


2 - AS 
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As to the perſeverance of 
Saints my judgement is this, Per- 
ſons engrafted intoChriſt by true 
Faith, and participating of his 

nickning ſpirit, have ſtrength 
ufficient to encounter Satan,Sin, 
the World , and their own cor- 
ruption, and by the ſame aſſiſting 


race to carry away the Victory, 


Chriſt himſelf ſtanding by them | 


in their aſſaults by his ſpirit , ex- 
tending his favourable hand to- 
wards them ( ſs they be found in« 
fighting poſture, implore hu aid, and 
not be awanting to themſelves) pre 
ſerve them from falling ; ſo that 
neither the fraud or violence of 


' Satan ſhall be able ro ſeduceor 


pluck them out of his hands. But 
whether theſe very perſons by 
negligence may not deſert the imi- 
ration of their exiſtency in Chrift, 
embrace again thu preſent world, 
fall from the ſound Doctrine once de- 
liver'd to them, loſe a good conſcience 
make woid the grace of 304, would 
be diligeutly inquired into out - 

rae 
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the Scriptures, and very uſeful 
and neceſſary to. be debated in 
our firſt convention; yet I profeſs 
ingenuouſly, It was never taught 
by me that the true Believer 
might totally or finally fall away 
from the faith,and ſo periſh, though 
I cannot diſſemble, there are pla- 
ces of Scripture which ſeem to 


- countenance the ſame, to which L 


could never meet with any fatis- 
factory anſwer, although on the 
other part there are ſome places 
alledged not unworthy of ob- 
ſzrvation. 

Concerning aſſurance of ſalya- 
tion, I judge him who believes in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as well by the a& of 
the holy ſpirit inwardly moving, 
and the Fruits of Faith, as by his 
own conſcience, with the Teſti- 
mony of the ſpirir - witneſſing 
with it, may have a certain perſwa- 
fron, and indeed be aſſured, if his 
heart condemn him not that he u the 
ſon of God, and ſtands in the love of 
Chriſt, yea more, may depart 

I 3 this 
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this life with an unſhaken confi: 
dence of the grace of God, and 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, and appear 
before that Tribunal of grace de- 
void of all anxious fear and trem- 
_— yet ought heal- 
wayes.to Pray, Lord, enter not inty 
jndgementwith me. but in as much 
a5God is greater then our hearts, 
and knowerth all things, and man 
nov his own Judge, for though he 
know nothing by himſelf, yer is 
he not thereby juſtified, it is God 
thar judgeth him: I dare not & 
qual this certainty with that 
wherewith we know there &a God, 
and that G hri# « the Savirar of 
the world; but the extent; of this 
may be further treated of 'in our 
Convention.-- - 


' Befides/ all theſe, there/hath 
been much difcourſe abroad con- 
cerning-the perfection of Believers 
and regenerate perſons 1m thu life; 
wherein I have been traduced as 


heterodox, andas almoſt of. the | 


Pelagian 


— 
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Pelagian Opinion in this point, 
viz,, That the regenerate in this 
life may perfectly keep the Law of 
Ged. To which TI anfwer , Thatif 
I ſhould rhus judge, yer ſhould I 
not Pelagianize either in whole, 


orin part, if fo be I addedthis, . 


they were able to do by rhe grace 
of Chriſt, and not without it ,, yet 
that there could be a plenary ob- 
ſervation of the preceprs of Chriſt 
by a renewed f qa in this life, I 
never affirm'd, neither ever de- 
nied, but lefc it alwaies dubious, 
contenting my felf with that of 
Auſtine, whoſe words I often 
quoted in the Univerſity, having 
nothing to adde of my own, they 


were theſe: There are four queſti- Auſtin « 
ens obſervable in the brſineſs in Ju<Rc- 


kand, 1. Whether there was ever 
any man witheut Six who'from the 
beginning to the end of his lifenever 
tranſgreſſed? 


2. Whether there ever hath 
been, now ts, or ever can be any ſuch 


4 perſon 
" OR 


ncnr, 
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perſon that [inneth net , (i.e.) who 
hath reached that perfection here - 
that he traſgrejſeth not, but fulfils 
the Law of the perfect. God. 


3. Whether there be a poſſibility 
inthu life for a man to be without 
Sin. 

4+ If t be poſcible, why there was 
never any ſuch perſon found. 

To the firſt the Father anſwers, 
T hat there was never any ſuch per- 
fon found beſides the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

To the ſecond, He thought ne- 
ver any man attained perfection in 


ths life. 


To thethird, He judg?d it poſ%i- 
ble by the grace of God and mans 
free-will. - 


To the fourth, Mar doth net 


that which is poſrible by the grace of 
Chriſt, either becauſe he is 1g-orant 
what good is, or places no complacen- 


Cy or aclight in it. 


Hence 


-” "0 
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Hence its apparently manifeſt, 
AuFene ( the ſharpeſt adverſary 
the Pelagian Doctrine ever had ) 
was of this Judgement, That ic 
was poſsible by the Ju of Chriſt 
in this life to be without ſin : Yea, 
he further addes, Let Pelagins 
confeſs mans poſsibility of being 
without ſin to be only by the grace 
of Chriſt, and we are agreed, but 
the Pel/agian-Tenent appeared to 
this Father as if man by his owsz 
fre -gth (though with greater 
facility by the grace of Chriſt )had 
been able to keep the whole Law: 
How far I diſſent from this Opi- 
nion, I have enter'd above, and 
now teſtifie mine account of it as 
Heretical diametrically oppoſite 
to the words of Chriſts, Withowr 


12r 


me ve candonuhing , and pernici- John 15. g 


ouſly deſtructive to the glory of 
- God. | 


My judgement thus ſtated, I 
cannot ſee any thing comprehen- 


ded therein, for which any man 
ould 
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ſhould juſcly fear ro appear tog:- 

ther with it in the preſence of God, 
or ſuſpeR any grievous. evil to a- 

Jang riſe, ac being ſeſible of thoſe 

preſſion to daylie Aſperſions more and more 

theStares, caſt upon me, as if I ſhould carry 

P-.. in my boſome ſome pernicious 
Heretical opinions, I am not able 
to divine what the matter is, un- 
tels they pretend ſomething amiſs 
in my Judgement concerning the 
divinity of the Son of God, and mans 
juſtificat en befere him, for as I un- 
deritand, touching both theſe 
heads much ſpeech was had after 
the laſt A& before the Supreme 
Court,and many things given out 
upon it, for which I think my ſelf 
engaged to declare to your High- 
neſſes the carriage of the whole 
buſineſs. 


He refers 


That which relates to the Divi- 
nity of the Son of God, ard the word 
«vith: of which a Diſpute was 
Once had in our Univerſity; I 
cannot enough. wonder, what 

brought 


— 


_- 
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| brought me into ſuſpicion with 
| ſome men, their jeaiouſly not be- 
4. my 6 upon the leaſt pro- 
bability, indeed as much remote 
from reaſon and truth, as what e- 
ver is diſperſed to the prejudice 
of my Repure herein, may be tru- 
ly termed notoriouſly fcanda- 
lous. At a diſpute one Afternoon 
in Leyaen, the queſtion concern'd 
the Divinity of Chriſt, the Op- 
ponent objected che Son of God 
was -:1.9:+, and therefore had 
his eſſence of himſelf, and not of 

' his Father. The Reſpondent re- 
plyed the word' vs 3 > was ta- 
ken two waies, and either {1gnift- 
ed him who was truly God, or him 
who w.as God of himſelf, accord- 
ing tothe firit acception it was 
well and cruly attributable to the 
Son of, God; according to the lat- 
ter it was not. The Student ſcill 
urging his Argument, vehement- 
ly contended, chat this was com- 
petible co. him according ro the 
ſecond ſignification, and the El- 
ſence 


_ 
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ſence of the Father could not be 
faid, bur improperly, to be com- 
municated to the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, and that in right and pro- 
priety it was common to them 
all; and this he managed with the 
greater confidence, having 
Mr. Trelcatius Junicr of bleſſed 
memory for him , as appears by 
ſome paſſages in his Common- 
places ro this purpoſe. To which 
I then anſwered, Thar this opini- 
on was oppugnant to the Word 
of God, and all the antient Greek, 
and Latine Churhes, who alwaies 
taught, That the Son had hes Deity 
by eternal generation from his Fa- 
ther,and that it unavoidably drew 
along with it two ——__— Er- 
rors, Tr:ith:iſm, and Sabellianiſm, 
(5.e.) hence would inevitably fol- 
low a Trinity of Gods, who 
ſhould together colaterally.have 
divine Eflence, without the one 
having it from another, being | 
only perſonally diſtinkt ; when 
for the defence of the unity of 

Eſſence 
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Eſſencein the trinity of perſons, 
this only Fundamental hath been 
adhibited, the original Progreſs of 
one perſon from another , namely 
that of the Son from the Father. 
Hence would alſo follow, the 


confounding of the Father with 


the Son, inferring only a nominal 
difference betwixt them , which 
was the Opinion of Sabellizs. It's 
proper to the Father to have hzs 
Deity of himſelf, or to ſpeak more 
rightly, fone, if in this ſenſe the 
Son were ev7%*«&, God of him- 
ſelf, he ſhould be the Father, 


This Diſpute went every where 
abroad, and reached Amfterdaw 
it ſelf, where I was enquired of by 
a Miniſter now fallen aſleep in 
the Lord, how the caſe ſtood, who 
received a full account of me, 
with my deſires that he would in- 


| form Treleatizs of pious memo- 


ry, admoniſh him to reftifie his 
Judgement, and correct thoſe 
impertinent words in his Com- 

mon- 
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mon-places, which after a ſort he 
took upon him to do. Herein 1 
was far from being liable to an 
blame, having defended the nh 
and the Judgement of the Catho- 
lick and Orchodox Church , bur 
racher Tre/catiws, who had 
uſurp'd a form of ſpeaking dero- 
garory to the truth of the thing. 
This is myinfelicity,or the zeal of 
ſome men, the lea(t variance ari- 
ſing,to have all the fault caſt upon 
me,as if *rwere moreimpoſliblefor 
me to be found in the Faith then 
any other man,though herein M. 
Gomar aſſented, who in a diſpute 
concerning the Trinity, not _ 
after the publication of thoſe 
foremenrioned Common-places, 
did in his Theſes three ſeveral 
times contradit Mr, Trelcatius, 
which I ſhewed the Amſterdam 
Miniſter, who confeſſed the ſame, 
yet notwithſtanding all this, none 
endeavour'd my vindication 
from this eb/oqaie, as fome did the 
excuſfal of Mr. Trelcati #, by all 
' candid 
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candid Interpretation, which yer 


| couldnotſtandin any confiſten- 


cy with the words : So much fa- 
vor and zeal could do, 


Their tender Interpretation 
was this, The Son of God may be 


tiled £-743«@&, or ſaid to have 


his Divinity of himſelf, qz& Dems, 
as he is God; though from his Fa- 
ther qa Filizs, as he is a Son. It's 
only for enlargement that God 
or Eſſence ought to be conſider- 
ed abſolutely and relatively, in the 
firſt acception the Son to have 
Eſſence Divine of himſelf; in the 
other from his Father. Theſe are 
new Modes of ſpeaking, novel o- 
pinions, and inconſiſtent; for the 
Son, both as God,and as Son, hath 
his deity from his Father, the de- 
nomination of God only, doth 
not expreſs his being from the 
Father, as the word Son doth: 
The Eſſence of God is not any 
. way conſiderable, wherein it can 
be ſaid not to be communicated 

ro 
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to the Son from the Father ; nei- 
therin any diverſe reſpe& can 
the ſame Effence both be com- 
municated & not communicated 
to him; being ContradiRories 
they cannot be reconciledin any 
double conſideration: If it be 
relatively communicated to him, 
he cannot have ic abſolutely of 
himſelf. I ſhall be peradventure 
demanded, Whether to be God, 
and the Son of God, be not two 
diſtin&t things, which is confeſled, 
but when by a further proceſsir's 
affirm'd, that as to be the Son of 
God, imports his having an Ef- 
ſence from the Father ; ſo to be 
God, implies the having it from 
himſelf,or from none: It's denied 
with a further aſſeveration, That 
ItiS4werwue. an Error, not only 
in Divinity, but natural Philoſo- 
phy alſo. To bea Son. and to be 
| God, areat no repugnancy one 
with another , but to have an 
Eſſence from the Father, and yer 
withal to have it from none, are 


contradictories - 
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contradictories , and, ' mutually 
deſtroy one another, IP 


To bring. this. Fallacy to the, 
light, we muſt obſerve the equi» 
pollencie of theſe ſix propoligir 
ons, placed parallel-wiſe. 


_ Godi iseternal. , having Divine: 
Eſſence from Ecernity. 1 
The Father is from none , haz; 
. ving Divine Eſſence from, 
none. 7 
The Son is of Fa Father, ha-) 
. ving Divine, Eſſence from 
the Father. . | 


The word God imports the 
having true Divine Eſſence.The 
term Son implies the having the. 
ſame trom che Father , ' whence, 
properly he is called both God,p. 
and the Son of God, but as he. 
cannot becalled. Father, fo nei- 
ther can he be ſaid to have eſſence 
of himſelf, or from no other; yet-; 
what endeavours: are made t0-. 

K excuſe 
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exeuſe theſe things , by elling| 


us , that when the Son of God, 
as God, is ſaid to have Eſſence 
of himſelf, - nothing elſe isinti- 


 miated, -but that Eſſence Divine 


»*Eſlenti- 
ally. 


proceeds \not from any. Burt if 
they are pleaſed to do thus , no- 
thing can beſo depravedly ſpo- 
ken,which an excuſe may nor pa- 
tronize. Although God and Eſ- 
ſence Differ not * #14;, yet 
whatever is predicable of ' the 
later, may. not be predicated of 
the firſt, becauſe diſtinguiſhable 
after our manner of conception, 
to which all forms of ſpeaking 
ought to be exacted, therefore 
mateuſe of that by them we may 
havea right perceptive of things. 
Hence it appears we ſpeak right- 
ly, in fayiag Gas Eſſence is com- 
muxicable ; but fallly, that God 
way be communicated, he that un- 
derſtands the difference 'twixt the 
Abſtrat' and ' the Concrete, fo 
auch controverted *rwixt the 
Zntherans and us, muſt eaſily per- 

ceive 
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ceive how many * abfurdiries 
would follow , if ſach Explicati- 


ons as thefe were once permitted ' 


inthe Church of God : It admits 
of no excufe thar the Sen of Cod 
frould be 415%, neither is it 
proper to. ſay that rhe Eſsence of 
God ts comn:0n to the three perſons, 
whenit's ſaid to be communica- 
red . one from another. From 
what I ſay it's openly manifeſt 
how much we can tolerate in bim 
whom we ſufpect not of Hereſte, 
and on the contrary how greedi- 
ly we ſnatch up any thing to bur- 

en him whom we have in ſuſpi- 
tion; the firſt is conſpicuous, for 
the later, this example is che 
leaſt. 

Concerning man's juitification 
before God, 1 am not conſcious to 
my felf of teaching or thinking 
any thing which is not the unani- 
mons fen ſe of the reform'd and 
Proteſtanc Churches, and at very 
good. accord with their judge- 
ments herein. K2 Some 
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Some controverſie of this na* | +; 
ture indeed there was afoot be- 4 
twixt Piſcator the Naſſovian | © 
Profeſſor of Divinity , and the | 
French Churches , ſtated thus; ' 
Whether the obedience and righte- 
exſneſs of Chriſt imputed to Belie- | 
vers, andin which they ave righte- [ 
ous before God, were only the paſsive 


obedience of C ris according tothe | Þ 
zudgement of Piicator , or 7th ac. | © 
tive and paſsive, which in his n hole | I 
life he yeelded to the Law of God, C 
and that hol neſs wherein hee was cf 
conceived, as the Gallick Churches | 
believed? | _ 
| fi 
For my part, I never durſt ſink Uh 
into this queſtion, or aſſume the | - 


examination thereof, being fariſ- 
fied, the Profeſſors of the ſame Md 
Religion may diſſent from one a- } 
nother herein, ſalving the unity | © 


of Faith and Chriſtian Peace ; | % 
the Adverſaries one to another by 
ſeeming to be of the ſame minde | 


in mutual toleration and bro- ., 
| therly 
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therly forbearance, alchough in 


| onr Countrey ſome be of anather 


judgement. 


A Queſtion iis moy'd from the 
words ' of the Apoſtle Rom. 4. 
\ Faith was accounted for righte- 
ouſeſſe ]whether it be underſtood 
properly, ſo that faich as an a&t 
done according to the Evange+ 


lical.-Precept, be imputed before 


God to or for righteouſneſs, and 
that by grace, in as'much as it is 


not the righteouſneſsof the Law; 


or whether ic be to be underſtood 
figuratively, and improperly,that 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ap- 
prehended by Faith, be imputed 
to us for rightequfneſs; or thus, 
whether Righrceouſneſs (into, or 
for-which faith is imputed ) bee 
the inſtrumental work thereof , 
as ſome aſſert. I have followed 
the firſt opinion , in the Theſes 
of : Juſtification diſputed under 
me, Non precise not rigidly, yet 
fimpli. iter, plainly, as elſewhere 
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in acertain-Epiſile. For thisI am 
Judged unſound in thedoctrine of 
mans Juſtification, but this wil be 
more clearly manifelt in a muty- 
al conference in its due ſeaſon: 
For the preſent briefly thus : / 
believe the juſtification of ſinners by 
the {cle obegterce of Chriſt, and that 
bys Righteouſneſs is the onely merite 
rious eanſe far which the condongtion 
of fin is granted to l elievers.,' and 
reputed as juſt a; if they had fulfil: 
led the Law perfeil ly,but inaſwuth 
as God imputes this Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt tobelievers only, I juag tn thi 
ſenſe it may be well and properl 
ſaid, that faith is 1mpated fer Righ 
reoxſneſs by grace to hin that bel 
wveth, God having ſet ferth his Su 
Tribunal Gratiz, # Mercy-/e, 
or propitiation by fa'th in bis blu 
But however my judgement ishe 
ſame with Ca/v:ns, (whom none 
of us reprehends as unſoi:din 4h 
point )and am ready to ſubſcrihe 


to what he layes down \in the 
By third 


Se rot " a? 
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third booke of his Inſt{turions | 


concerning it. ADS RY -P 
And theſe are the' cliief Articles 
moſt noble and potetit States 
or ied nceiry of theſe bs, 
ed necelsary to declare ' 
enkcf, 1 = 
\ Thave madeſg 75  annoratio 
T pon the Confe an of the £1 
ek Churches woke Pelhzrs h16s 
di) but © £7100 
will. be moſt ſeafor FOPgY in Vo 
Synod., which with. our eos wh 
and- eyocation We yo for by 
the hbrſt opporipeity. . ally giy 
me. leaye to add word or ti 
concerning a certaihe Clauſt? 
under which. oo Noble and Po- 
tent Stares Generafl copiferte 
to a Nationall $ynod, i in this Pro- 
vince; which. was this, that in 
ir the Confeſſion and Carechifiti 
of the Belgick Charches ſhould be 
ſubjeted to Examination. This 
hath diſpleaſed many , who judg- 
K 4 


ed 
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ed it not onely unneceſſary , but 
very nnmeet to be done; and 
who ſhould procure this from the 
Lords the States Generall , but a 
perſon of quality and my felfe? 
Ft neither of theſe upon any 
ground, for the later, we were 
a far from being the authors of 
it_thateleven or twelve years ag 
t_ the great importunity of. the 
Gharches for 4 National! Synod 
the States of Siath-Hotlar Jn 
efifrieſ could not Ju it 0= 
wile requiſite to yeeld there- 
FO bych Ir - cn] ther that in 
it the Conkle of the Belgick 
Churches foould be brought under 
Examingriog; we.notpromotirig 
any ſuch thing at that timeeither 
by advice or endeavour, yet rea[- 
ly if we had, we had done no- 
thing bur. out duty , and what 
was agreeable 'both to Equity 
and. Reaſon, and the neceſſity 


pf our preſent Eftate. 


i Fir? 
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Firſt , that it might appeare to all 


the world we bear that honour 
to the word. of God alone( as 
becomes us )that it onely is deter- 
mined to be without , nay above 
all diſpute, beyond al exception, 
and worthy of all acceptation. 


Secondly, theſe book's being 
the writings of men , Errour 
maybe contain'd in them,whence 
it behoves us to be inquiſitive , 
(yet lawfully in a Nationall Sy- 
nod) whether there be any thing 


. that ſtands need of Correction 


and emendation in them. 


I Whether they have an agree- 
ment of parts with the word of 
God ,. as well according to the 


1,0. An CX- 
2Q agree» 


mcynt tho. 


words' themſelves and manner roughour. 


of ſpeaking, as the genuine lenſe 
thereof. _ | 


2. Whether or no whatſoever 
is Comprehendedin them, be ne- 
cellaryto be belicved unto ſalvati- 

| | on, 
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Truth defended ; 


on;ſo conſequently, faving health 
aſcribed ro thoſe things to which 
itis not Competible. 


3. Whether the Confeſſion 
doth not containe and compre- 
hend too manythings as neceſſary 
to be believed unto ſalvation, 
and that ſaving health according 
to that rule be tefufed ro be p1- 
ven up to what icappertaines, 


4. Whether the words and 
form's of ſpeaking made uſe of iri 
chem,are nor of ambiguons accep- 
tion , adminiſtring an” occaſion 
of contention, for Example, 14. 
Artis. Confeſ. you have this pal- 
ſage, Nothing is done without Gods 
ordination. if by ordination be meant 
Gods appointing that ſomerhing be 
done, the Propoſition is falfe , in! 
that itfoilows, that Godis the 
Anthor of fin , butif theimport 
of it be, his Ordination to a goed. 
end , its tightly underſtood. 


: 5. Whe- 


le ewes 


Ca 
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5. Whether there may not be 
found things repugnant one to a- 
nother. Ex.Gr. A perſon much 
honoured in the Church, writes 
to Piſcaror , the Na; ſovins Pro- 
feſſor wiſhes him to adhere tothe 
Heydelberge Catechiſm, in his 
Doctrine of Juſtification Cites tO 
this purpoſe three places, which 
he thought ar variance with the 
judgement of Piſcator. The Pro- 
feſlor returns, For his part he did 
Kedtaltly abide in the ſenſe of the 
Catechiſm,alledgeth for his proof 
eleven or. twelve places thence. 
Now T ſolemnly profeſs, Ifee not 
how theſe __ admitef recon- 


ciliationr. - 


6. Whether all things in theſe 
writings bedigeſted in charright 


_ order and method the Scripture 


requires them to be. . 

7. Whether all chings be moſt 
aptly conſtituted for the preſer- 
vation of peace and unity with 
all Reformed Churches. 

3 Reaſon 


Qu 
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3 Reaſon. The end of a Na” 
tional Synod, is, diligently to 
conſult the right ordering- the 
affairs of the Church, to which 
chiefly belongs a Do&trinal Scru- 
tiny, as well - which by Una- 
nimous conſent is admitred of, 
as what ſome Teachers earneſtly 
contend for. 

4 'Reaſon. Such an Examinati- 
on as this will not only -pracure 
authority to theſe writings, when 
after a Mature and rigid Scru- 
tiny "they ſhall be found concor- 
ding with the Word of God, or 
more and more conform'd there- 
unto; bur alſo raiſe the credit 


of the Miniſters in the minds of 


men, when they perceive the 
truth reveald in the Book of God 
to be ſo deare, and of that great 
account wirh them, that they 
will ſpare no pains to ſet their 
Doctrine in a greater Confor- 

mity thereunto. - 
5 Reaſon. Why if at any 
r:1me, now eſpecially - we Judge 
| uct 
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ſuch a thing neceſſary, becauſe 
thereare many Miniſters having 
ſome Meditations by thein upon 
ſeveral things contained ir' the 
C oxfeſſion and Catechiſme; which 
they ſecretly reſerve, not revea- 
ling them to any, hoping to de- 
bare them in a National Syned 
this being promiſed them, ſome 
ſuffer themſelves to be perſlwaded 
not to permit their thoughts 
herein to ſee the light. 

Further, The end ofa Nati 
al $ynod ſhould be this, That ic 
may pleaſe the Noble and Potenr 
Lords and. States to eſtabliſh 
ſome Eccleſiaſtick Sanctions by 
publick authority, according to 
which every ohe ought to frame 
himſelf in the Church of God. 
That chis may be obtained from 
your moſr illuſtrious Highnefles, 
and others able to-execute the 
ſame with a good Conſcience, its 
neceſlary. They amderſtand the 
Dettrine comprehended in the forme 
of unity to be Conſentaneous to the 

Word 


— 
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Truth defended 


VVord of G:d. This ought be an 
inducementto us to preſent and 
offer the examination of our 
Confeſlion b<fore the Supreme 
States, either to ſhew its agree- 
ment with the Word of God, or 
ro render it ſuitable thereun- 
to. 
6. Reaſon , is drawn from the 
example of the Afociates of the 
Anguſtan Confeſſion , the Helweri- 
an and French ( harches,; who nor 
above two or three yeeres a- 
go, inriched their | Confeſtion 
with a new entire Article; and 
the Belgick its felf, ſince its firſt 
Edition, hath undergone a Scru- 
tiny in -ſubſtration from ir; , 
addirion tq it, and mutation of 
it. | 

I wave other Reaſons that 
might be brought, judging theſe 
ſufficient to prove that the C /ax/e 
for Examination and Review, as 
they call it, is rishrlyinſertedin 
the Inſtrnment of Conſent of which 
mentton was made even now. 


CORR 


— 


— 
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©T am not ignorant what Alle- 


Sations are made againſt theſe, 
eſpecially that publiſhed abroad 
every where, and judged to carry 
the greateſt weight ( co which I 
think it requiſite to make an- 
ſwer ) That to review the Doftriae 
of the Church, would be to call the 
ſame into queition, which neither 
ought, nor 15 fit to be done. 


Becauſe it's approved by the 
ſuffrage of many grave and lear- 
ned men , and ſtifly defended a- 
- me all the oppoſers there- 
of. 


2.Seal'd with the blood of fo 
many thouſand Martyrs. 


3.From hence would ariſe con- 
fuſions, ſcandals, ruine of con- 
ſciences within the Church, deri- 
ſions, reproaches, and criminati- 
ons withaut, 


To 
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Truth defended ; 


Toall theſe I reply, 1, Twere 
better this odious kinde of ſpeak-, 
ing ſuch asto call into queltjon, 
&the like, were not uſed butwhen 
only humane Writings are under 
debate,which may have a mixture 
of Error in them : What reaſon, 
is there to ſay ſucha Writing is 
calledinto queſtion, whichwas nc- 
ver queſticnleſs,nor ever ought to 


be ſo reputed? 7 


2. The defence of any Writing 
againſt its adverſaries, the appro- 
bation of learned men, the obſig- 
nation thereof with the blood of 
Martyrs, ſuffice not to make a 
DoErine authentick; theſe Mar- 
tyrs and Teachers being liable to 
erre, which 1s not to be denyedin 
this Argument. 

3. The Materials of te Cox- 
feſsion admit of diſcrimination; 
ſome touth the foundation of ſal- 
vation, and are the very funda- 


mentals of Chriſtianity, ſome on- 


ly are built upon this bottm, and 
are 
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are not abſolutely in themſelyes 
neceſſary to eternal. bliſs. The. 
former are approv'd- of by the- 
unanimous conſent of all reform- 
ers,andſtrongly-defended againſt 
all gainſayers; the later diſputed 
to and fro amongſt them, and 
ſome of theſe- not without ſome 
ſhew. of truth oppugned by their 
Adverſaries. To the firſt of theſe 
the Martyrs have ſet to their ſeal 
in blood; to thelaſt not ar all. It's 
worthy our diligent obſervation 
what 'was: propounded. to theſe 
Witneſſes of Religion in our 
time-, and for- what their own 
lives were not dear unto them; 
which if we do, we ſhall find they 
were never queſtion'd about any 
thing judged worthy ( by me. )of 
a debate in the Synod, therefore 
not ſealed with the blood of any. 
To alledge an example;When the 
queſtion was.concerning the ele- 
Ado ine Ther DE res 
allerted dy forme, That that Place 
was cited in the Margin of :the 
; } L Con- 
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Cotifeſlion  #nd/that 4 in Tres 
wh avourhet the fame, andchar 
Thi Martyr hud ſtab dithe Corifep 
flow with th iv blood; 'Artſwer iwvas, 
the exacteſt ſearch — 
k the great/Book of 'Mat» 
0s oe PY by the "French 
*2Wwonld ' not be found thare 
uy of them were ſo-much aver: 
ain d'concetpil it,or ſhed the 
drop of their fort In 


| Viet chic Miobd' of thoſe daited 


Witheſfes vo confiem'd this, Thus m 
Tutegrity avid Poplicity of 4h15 
evnſcirnces rhey profeſſed thr Paith. 
and fd MA their TR_—_ 
bad all Reproof and Excepti- 
bt cls they 'bad been | fo fed 
ff ill w_—_ by wag OY 
could tio orte. 


ug i he FOO w hel 
In &el inthe: Die expe 
Be nd one pe eto tn 
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fylly-id veſtedwitl; of reguldeingt | 


the:. acer by rhe- former , 

woul$- rietther - ver: eROTees 
nor be offended when they ſee all 
the writings of men brought to 
the prebative:touchfone of Gods 
Word,\ bug rater *twould' be! 
madter: of - grear- joy to the 
Charly) that God: had beſtowed: 
ſach Paſtors arid: Teachers: up6n” 
igwtio might juftly andificty 'dae- 
order alwayes obſerv'd,, to the- 
Teſtu of: che 'Scriprures. ') leveE 
theinDo@rinovecMlingly, thar” 
__ my Fs pat .andin 
the-Jea "yy pd nr 
theremch.. 


5- The fear of cnfhinghroabls, 
the Scornms, Cavillinggand'Crimi- / 
nations - of: diſaffeted' perſons: 
ought noo. render. 4 Detrine 
once received leſs! obnoxions to exu-* 
matibn, tliey: might rather rurn” 
it::r0v their advantage , when” 
'twouldbe manifeſt; fuch perſons 
as: 'would do this , were not 

| "5 TH ſound 
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' Truth defended ; 


| ſaundin their Religion, it being 


of Divine injun&tion A and 


try the ſpirits whether they were of 


- If theſe Conſiderations had 


been'of any moment with Luther, 


Zwinglus, andorthers , the Doc- 
trine of the Portificiar.es had ne 
ver been brought to the teſt by 
them; neither thoſe who follow 
the A»g»/tine Confeſſion had jud- 
ged it reaſonable to ſubject it to 


a new Examination, and change 


it in ſome, places thereof. We 
cannot but approve this deed, 
and judge Lather not to have 
done well, being admoniſhed by 
F kilip Melanfthon in the cloſe of 
his life, (as it's teſtified in writing 
by our Countrey-men) to reduce 
the Euchariſtical Cantroverſie of 
the Lords Supper to ſome better 
agreement, in refuſing ſo to do 
upon this ground, retorted upon 
Phil'p, as 'tis reported of him, 

| That 
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ng | That by thus Weans the whole 'Do- 
ng | irine ſhould be called into queitzon: 
of For if reaſons of this nature had 
. ©. | beenadmitted , then the nes: 

| vorsof the Church. of Rome. had 


24 | been lawful in-hindring the con- 
,- | froverting and uetioning. by 
c- | any new ſcrutiny'the Do ge 
& | xeceiv'd in the - Church for. ſo 
by | many hundred yeers. - = 

1 To this it's oppoſed, If the do- 
to | Qrine of che Churches ſhould be 
ve ſubjected to a new Examination, 
Te | At the Celebration of every Na- 


1 | tional Synod, they would: never 
| have any thing on which they 
y | might rQ andfirmlylean, and 
y > c 
f | -that it might. be truly faid 0 

g | Theſe Churches, That they had fi- 
>| 'dems anniverſariam;an anual faich, 
jf | and were carried abouc hither and 

thither with. 77 winde of . De- _- 

\Fripe. To which I anſwer. |, 


Firſt, The Church have Moſes 


; | ' andthe Prophets, the Evangeliſt 
Jail) L 3 and 


aaron. oo 
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Check [hel they Wells 
ther i ae 
dr? into wi{dinotwichRt and 
Ing oarConfeMons8&Catcokifit 
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ith a iSion ought to 
Wave. 10090” 1! & 4, S” X 
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ON - Threaten poines4 in the 
< Gonfeflion: peo gp en 1 
* Ex. Gr, boob ipe by 1 te 
Wheth:r "tjon'd b ang re Prefers, 
Chriſt beh er. branch 
S*that' _tyef eb Wt trees - 
Coft vera I 


the Sun of ; 
God ? 
Wacther 


the ſoul * em: ohne Gab 

be im- *d* po Pri hay 

A? yderanked as: cer us poſubly 
they tan wich 'pbiiirs of grewder 
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 - Kmplifieati6ns,Bxelz- 
tHRaSOAS, andonelgidotivering/i in 


| irthemccoſfaries todalvation. 1 


Thibievieywillzolder it-loſs 


-0bnotious ire: Brrods,, Obloquy, 


ard Exxwination, taking forour 


\exartipteithe practiſe. ot: _ 

- mitive Church, which! 
Araupht of the: Articles Fadged 
neceſfary 10 pgs in, ay 
[Fern Wor 


ds. bh S 0c 
og 9(13 Q TTHI91P 7 


| 19omkerhere, arcabiat cabbacali- 


e* 


Nirnddiotibenwixe ithe/ Confefgion 
© andiCateehar>,asn0/2 review;and 
- uidgerhe former (becauſe proper 
 x6the Beleick:Clxrchtr, .and mor 
foagnith malentfelof by.oehors ) 


aizy with dels diftculrysfall under 


8h rnGical review and: examina- 


L 4 tion 
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Truth defended ;; 


——4ion;; bud-[the Catechiſm, ,not 


being peculiar tous, but chiefly 
eppertaining.-to the' alatinee 
-Churches, and of general uſeand 
.concernment, cannot withqut 
[great detriment be brought.to 
the teſt. To-which I anſwer, If 
"the Catechiſme of Heydelherg 
muſt needs be:the form -of con- 
cord amongſt the Teachers of 
the Chutches, and to which every 


. of them is bound to:ſubſcribe,'irs 


neceſſary to ſubjeR the fame to 


- Examination ;.for there are no 


Churches ought to be in- that 


. place unto us, that we ſhould ſo 
- admit of any writing compoſed 


by them, as not to preſerye.our 
Liberty of examining the ſame. 


_ - And thisI60k. upon astheprin- 


_ cipal cauſe why the Churches of 
ſeveral Provinces agreeing in-the 
| _——_ of Religion, have 


amed their Confefsions peculiar 
to every of them. Let it be gran- 


* ed. that 'the Heydel/berg Cate- 


chiſm is-no ſuch form and liberty 


con- | 
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conceded.in its Explicatipn as is * 


fitting, and*wil not be.neceſſary 
either. to review. or examine che 


fame ; the burden only of ſub- 


ſcription thereunto .. removed, 
and moderate liberty yeelded in 


the unfolding thereof. 


CONCLUSION. 


ND this is that(moſt Noble, 
"A Potent. Wiſe, and prudent 
Lords) I have to propoſeto your 


Highneſles ; together with are- 


turne of thanks to this Noble and 
Potent Aſſembly (to: which next 
after God himſelfe;, I acknow- 
aeds my felfe bound ta give an 
account of all my aQions) that 
of your | Clemency : you have 
vouchſafed to heare me patient- 
ly.; with. my ſolemne proteſtati- 
ons thatT am ready to entertaine 
a fraternal and amicable confer- 
ence. with: my fellow. brethren 
concerning theſe things, or any 
other about which at any time 


any 
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any cotitrquerſic nay ariſe, at 
wharrtitte do phate: my a what 
vccaſi on foever itfhall e judged 
Tequiſite' by thefe Seſffons. And 
p further etgage in every debate 
to yeeld 'my ſelf moderate and 
flexible, not lefs "ns og to leatn 
then teach : in as much as 
in every Wa to be conferr*d of 
amongſt us, there are two things 
« arten able” Firſt, whether that 
in debatebvtrue, and thenwhe- 
ther it betieteſfar to be betieyed 
unto fſajvation Pe the. <criprures 
being the ground of out inquiry 
in both) [db Sorrepiya affirm and 
ſoltem [blige my felfe not to 
-obrrade's point xo be-btlieved, 
my, brettiren diffentitis Hom tne 
chereir thodgh prov proted by ſolid 
arguments 5 the 
Scriptures,un © Have Fleatly 
Princed} From Divine! word 
irſelfe - & as dilucidly-rrue fo 


"alſo netekir 7 To. be bett &ved by 


_— i3n t6 falvatipn; 
whi if my'brechren will be pre- 
pared 


fs 
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paredto do,fny opio 
TN ares dy 


b 


of our Nation and the reforiti 
Churches depen) therewillter- 
tainly be very many things, and 


thoſe ofa high nature which T 


ſhall beare -with . in. 

brechren, not being Lord of a- 
nother mans faith, but a Miniſter 
in this to thoſe that believe, that 
in them mayaruwithe Knowledg, 
truth, piety, peace, and Joy in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. But if my 
fellow-brethren ſee not how they 
cag attolerate me andgrant mea 
place amongſt chem,yet notwith- 
ſtanding for that which concern's 
my ſelf, I hope no rent or diviſi- 
on will enſue, which God avert; 
there are Schiſms enough already 

in 


i5s Trutbdefended, © 


in the Chriſtian world, its in- 
cumbent rather upon every one 
to diminith and aboliſh them. In 
this caſe , I'le poſſeſs my ſoulein 
patience: and my place (chough T 
ſhall indeavour to. live ſo long as 
God ſhall prorogue my life for 
the common good of Chriſtiani- 
9] will lay downe; mindfull-of 
__. i. ;.... . oo 

{ore Sat Ecelefie,s, at Patrie datum. 
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Cobedvocorece Fours 
T heſe books follew'ng are to be ſold- 
by Henry Everſadev, at the Grey- 
 boundin Pants 'C hurch-ard. 


. N Expoſition with PraQti- 
cal Obſervations 6n 'the 
Nine firſt.Chapters of- the Pro- 
verbs, by Fraxcis T ayloy Miniſter 
of Canterbery , in quarto: 
An Expoſition, with PraGticall 
Ob ſervations on the whole Book 
of Canticles in quarto, by Jobn 
RobothamMiniſter of the Goſpel. 
An 1ata, or bodyof Church- 
diſcipline in ' the Theorick and 
Practick, by Mr.Rogers, in quar-- 
to. I 
Imputatio Fidei , Or a Treatiſe 
ofſuſtification;wherein the impu- 
ration of Faith for Righteouſneſs 


. (mentioned in Romans 4. 5. 6th.) 


15.explained, by pr Goodwin, 

Miniſter of the Goſpel; in quar- 

ro % 4,4 s > C3 7 

The Right of Dominiens, or 'the 

Prerogative of Kings ,' proved 
| from 
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from* Scrlptite®, - by* De. Wa 

Lacan Redivinu y9x the Gal? 
pet-Phyſitinn ,. preſcyibing 
way O mediation ) divine Ph © 
ſicþtaPpreveat difealcs , not yet 
cared, ppon. the. foub, by Jobs 
Anthony PoRar ia. Phyfick, in 
QUaneg," / 

Mercy in-har E xalteciog. - a Serv, 
maon:;preached at the. Funerall of 
Mir, bores T aylor,. by Mr. John 
GaarFigh, 18-QUarto.; . + 

gre) + Menibabs or. Was. 
rexs.of firife , being. an anſwer to 
Me:- The, Lamb, Merchant; by 
Mr. Price one of Mo. Johns Gogx- 
wins Congregation. 

. Thenaturalmans caſe ſtated , 
Oran; exait map of the lierte- 
world., man , in ſeventeen. Sar-1 

by Mr. C briitephies Love; to 
which is-added a. Sermon Do | 
ed.at bis. Funeral, by Mr. Theawmas 
Afantoy of : Newington mm 80, ) 
"Retr in-mans happineſs, 
or. the: canefs of Gads grace 


eleRt- 


qd as | Ay, es 
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; eleftingus, by Francis Taylor of 
Canterbury, tn 80. : . 

The Lords Prayer undaſped ,: 
being a:vindication of it, againſt 
alb fchifmaricks' and Hereticks, 
| calted #mthuſiaſts and Fratracilli, 

by ewes Harwood , B. ID. 

Hippelitus Tranſlated 'out of 
Seneca , by" Edm. Prefiwich. Goſ- 
pel publick worſhip , or-the Tranſ- 

ation, Metaphraſe, Analyſis , and 

Expoſition. of Rewans 12. from 
verſe. 1, to 8th. deſcribing and 
preſcribing the compleat pattern 
of Goſpel mor/hip. 

Alſo an Expoſition of the 18th 
Chapter' of Aatrthew, to whicy 
is added a diftovery of dams 
three-fotd eſtate in Paradiſe, viz. 
Atforal , Legal , and Evangelical , 
by Thowas Brower, in 89. ' 

A Comment on Rth together 
with two-Sermons , one teaching 
how xo live wet, the-other mind- 
ing how to dye wel, by Thimas 
Fuller Author of the Hely State. 

Pearls of Eloquence, or the 

Y 67 ſchool 


ſchool of Complements wherein 
Ladies, and Gentlewomen may; 
accomodate their Courtl y -prac- | 
tiſe, by Wil. Eldr Gent. 1n 12. | 
The doAQrine of laying on of 
hands vmdicated and aſſerted, 
being an Anſwer to Lieut. Col. 
Paul Hebſen , in quarto.\. 
The Male of the Fhek,, a Ser- 
mon preached before the Lord 
Mayor, out of the 4th of Mala- | 
chby,:by Mr. Aggas, Minifter of 


Chyms. 


Theſe Books are now inthe Preſs 
' and ready to Publiſh. 


Riverns Vniverſall body of 
Phyſick, in Engliſh folio. | 
The ſeventh day Sabbath 

ſought out and Celebrated by 
The. Tillam,in 81. 

Mr. Jchx Goodwin in anſwer to 
Mr. Kendall. and Mr. Reſbyry, 
and Mr. Panſy, ' | 
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Nine Queſtions exhibited by the Depatics 
of the Syhod, tothe noble Lords the Re» 
gulators of the Univerſity of Leyden, to 
the i;rent the Profeſſors of divinity there 
ſhould anſwer thereunto , with their ye-' 
ſpefiive Solutions, and oppoſite ſtating of 
the queſtions by Fames Arminius , N= 
vember 1605. | 


The Deputies queſtion. 


F. " Hether -Fleftion or Faith 
;Y foreſeen have the priority, as 
that the later ſhould be the ground of the 


former. 


The Oppoſite ſtating of the que- 
1 


on. 


1./Whether the Decree of -F aiths donati- 
on be antecedaneqous to that of determining 
Faiths neceſſity to ſalvation. 


| Solutiog. 
Cannot anſwer to this queftion' but by 


a diſtinRion, becauſe of that equivoca- 
: I tion 


worm 


tion thar is lodged in the word EleQtion, |. 
If Ele&tion ſignifie that Decree which is 
according to Ele&ion, of juſtifying and 
ſaving thoſe thar believe, rhen I ſay, Ele- 
Qion is precedaneous to Faith , as that 
which derermines it to bea means of ſal- 
vation; but if the import of Ele&ion be 
a Divine Decree of giving lite and ſalva- 
tion, then faith hath the priority , for as 
believersonly are ſaved, ſo they only are 
predeſcinated to eternal life. The Scrip- 
tureis unacquaiured with that EleQion 
* by which God preciſely and abſolutely 
hath determined the ſalvation of w- 
perſon without conſideration and reſpec 
unto Faith; nay, ſuch an EleRion vvould 
no vvay accord vvith that decree vyhere- 


by he hath determin'd to ſave none bur 
thoſe that believe. 


The Depnties aueſt ion, 
2.Whether thanc. i: w. uld follow that God 
were the Authyr of ſin, if he ſhould bee 
ſaid by his eternal decree to have determ:n- 
ed and direfted the depraved wills of men 

. t#cert&4in good and laudable ends. 
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The Oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion.” 


Whether to dirett and determine all aud 
every particular thing, even the' ill-diſpe- 
fed wills of wen to certain good ends, bethe 
ſame. with that decree that man ſhould fin 
and become vitious, that by this way might 
be made for putting 'mo execution that pe- 
remptory decree cf God of condemmnirg ſome 
through wrath, and ſaving others by bis 
mercy. | | 
S.lat f0ns 


Sin is the tranſgrefſion of the Lavv ; 
therefore ſhould God be the Author ef 
fin, if by » efficiency the Lavy be bro- 
ken; vyhich cones to paſs either by o— 1 
ing or ſubſtraQing that vvhich is neceſla- 
rily requiſite toits impletion, or by an 
impulſion to ſin: If therefore Gods de- 
termination of mans depraved vvill be 


- neither a ſubſtration nor ſuſpenſion of, 


his grace, neither any. evill impulſe , be 
cannot be thought the Author of fin, 
bur if the determination in the queſtion. 
denote that decree of God, vvhereby he. 


determined mans commiſſion of fin, and - 


M 2 the 


the depravation of his vvil, he muſt needs 
fallunder thisimputacion. 


The Deputies queſtion, 


3.*hether Original fin of it (elf with ont a- 
thual tranſgreſſion, mak2s men obnoxious 10 
eternal death , or whether the guilt there- 
of by the interpoſure of Chriit , be taken 
away from every one, 


The oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion. 


3 Whether to condemn ſome for Adams 
fin alone,and athers fer rejetting the Goſpel, 
be not a twofold decree of condemnation, and 
a twofeld judgment , the one Legal , the c- 
ther Evangelical ? 


Solution. 


The contrariety in the queſtion eaſily 
admits of an agreement; Original Sin 
may oblige to Erernal death, and yet the 
Suilt taken away from all men by Chriſt. 
A removall of guilt ſuppoſeth men ob- 


noxious and culpable. But to anſwer 
the 
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the queſtion, It is il|-phraſed to ſay , that 
Original Sin makes men guilty ef death, 
being itis the puniſhment of Adams actu- 
all tranſgreſtion , which puniſhment his 
Suilt preceded, ( z. « ) his obligation to 
ſuffer according to the denounciation of 
the Law. 

To the ſecond branch of the queſtion 
weanſwer , by diſtinguiſhing *rwixt the 
imperration and application of the bene- 
fits of Chriſt, Since that by faith onely 
the benefits of Chriſtare appropriated to 
us, ſureI am if freedome from guilt be to 
be numbred amongſt them, then believers 


_ only obtain this freedom, as thoſe upon 


whom the wrath of God abides not. 
The Deputies queſtion. 

4 Wh ther the works of unregenerate per- 
ſons 1jſuing from the prwer of Nature , may 
ſo pl-aſe Gad as to inzuce bim to a collation 
of ſupernarurall grace. 

The Oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion. 


4 Whether the ſerious ſenſe of fin an4 
| gn | 
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initial fear may ſo pleaſe God as ts move 
him to remit ſin , and begit is them filial 
fear. 

X Solutson. 
To hin that hath ſhall be given , faith 
Chriſt, a=d frons him thathath not ſha! be ta. 
*heviaway even that which he hath ; not 
that there is any ſuch dignity and worth 
in the uſe and improvement of any colla- 
ted good, eitherin nature or grace, that 
by the merit thereof God ſhould be 
drawn to beſtow greater things upon us; 
bur ſuch is the bounty and liberality of 
that Supreme Being, that though they be ' 
unworthy, yet will he remunerate with a 
large benediftion. Vox placena: , the 
word [| pleaſe ] hath a double ſenſe, and 
therefore weanſwer accordingly , Firſt, 
affirmatively, that the works of unrege- 
nerace perſons may pleaſe God, (+. e.) be 
of acceptation with him: Then negartive- 
ly, that they do nor pleaſe him for their 
proper worty and ny, though we 
may ſay, good works morally are remu- 
nerable, not ſo-much from the ſtrength 
of nature, as from the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in them, | | 

| | The 
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The Deputies queſtion. 


5 Whether God de jure may exatt of 
fallen man faith in Chriſt, to which of 
himſelf he ts wholly impotent ? Or whether 
he affords a ſufficiency of grace to all per- 
ſons to whom the Goiþel us preached, by 
which they are cayacttated to believe. 


_ The oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion. 


$ Whether God by right may require 
any man 16 belteve in Chriſt for wiom by an 
abſolute decrees be determined that Chriſt 
ſhonid not die , and to whom he hath deter- 
mined by he [ame decree to deny grae: ne 
ceſſarie 1o believe. 


Solution. 


The parts of the queſtion are not op- 
poſite, but do ver ow ree; the later 
part giving a reaſon of the former, viz. 
W hy God may require faith in Chriſt 
from collapſed man , of himſelf debili- 
tated and -unable thereunto, as baving 

M 4. deter- 
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determined to give him a ſufficiency of 
means hy which he might believe : The 
queſtion may be thus corre&ted, Whether 
of right God may demand faith in Chriſt 
from fallen man, of himſelf utterly inca- 
pacitated thereunts, though he neither 
give, nor were ready to give ſufficient 
Srace by which ke might believe. 

To vvhich queſtion the anſwer ſhall be 
given in the negative, that God cannot 
of right require faith in Chriſt from fal- 
len man, of himſelf utterly incapacitated 
thereunto, though he neither give nor 
were ready to give grace ſufficient to ca- 
' pacitate him thereunto, neither do I per- 
ceive any falſity in this anſwer or incli- 
nation therein to hereſie : It does not 
Pelagianize, becauſe P:r/agizs denied a- 
ny internal grace beſides the preaching 
of the Goſpel, to be neceſſary to beger 
faith in the ndes of men; nay more, 


this anſwer offends not St 41#u/tins Do- 
&rine of Predeſtination , which yer we 
have no nereſlity to aſſert, as /nno: ent 11s 
the Roman Biſhop thought: 


The 
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The Deputies queſtion: 


6 VVhether j»ifying faith be the eff: 
and pure gift of God alone , calling, wu- 
minating and reforming th: will , and that 
proper onely ro perſons elettcd from eter- 
nit): 


The Oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion. 


6 Whether that may be termed a pare 
gift which is offered by the meer liberality 
of the giver , and yet may be refuſed by 
the perſon to whom ut 15 offered ; or whether 
a valy tary acceptance make it unwortby of 
the rame of a gift , And wh»her faith bee 
given to thoſe that areto be ſaved, or ſa'- 
vation to the faithful, Or whether both 
may te ſaid tn a divers reſpett , which if it 
be ſo, w1hrre not in thiſe decrees a circle 
in which thre is neuner b-ginning nor 


en.”. 


S0- 


Solatior. 


The queſtion being double, the auſwer 
muſt be accordingly: To the firſt I an- 
ſwer, chart faith is the effe& of Godillu- 
minating the mind, ſealing the heart 
and his pure gift. To the ſecond I anſwer 
by diſtinguiſhing of Ele&ion , which 
word if it be underſtood of ele&ion to 
ſalvation , which being proper to the 
fairhfull according to the Scripture, we 
cannot ſay, that faith is given to the E- 
le&, or thoſe who are to be ſaved; but 
that che faithful are elefted and ſaved, 
bur if it be taken for that. decree, by 
which God hath determined to admini- 
ſer means neceſſary to faith, I ſay that 
faith is the gift of God, which is confer- 
red on them alone whom he hath choſen 
to this, viz. to hear the Word of God,and 
participate of the Holy Spirit. | 


The 
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The Deputies queſtion. 
7 V heather every perſontyuly faithfull 


may and ought to bee inth4 life certain of - 
' bis Salvatuor. 


The Oppoſite ſcating of the queſtion. 


7 Whether juft:fying faith in order of 
nainre precede the rem ſſion of ſims , And 
whether any one be bound to any other faith, 
then that of Juſtificatior. 


Solut joy. 


When God hath promiſed eternal life 
ro all that believe, impoſſible it is that he 
who believes, and knows that he belie- 
veth, ſhould doubt of his ſalvation , un- 
leſs he queſtion the will of God, God 
does not require affurance. of ſalvation 
as 4 thing of right to be performed to 
him or his Son Chriſt, but it isa conſe- 
quenr of that promiſe by which he hath 
engaged to give to every Believer eternal 


life. 
The 


 . 


The Deputies queſtion. 
8 Whether the truly faithful and eleft 


may for 4 time quite loſe their faith. 
7 he oppoſite ſtating of the queſtion. 


 $ Whether anyone having and retaining 
fai h, may fall into ſuch a ſtreight in which 
if he dyed he ſhould be damned. 


c 


Solutior. 


Whereas eleQtion to ſalvation com- 
prehends not enely faith but perſeve- 
rance therein, as --#g#jt:ne ſaith, GOD 
choſct emto ſalvation whom h- ſaw would 
believe by the belp of his preventing- 
grace, and prrſevere by the aſſiſtance of 115 
ſubſequent grace : | faithful] and [ ele&] 
are not of right promiſcuouſly uſed , 0- 
mitting therefore the word [election] I 
anſwer, that the [ faithful] are ſometimes 
in ſuch a condition, that for ſome ſpace 
of time they produce no effect of true 
faith, notſo muck as ar 4ft»a/ appreher- 
| fon 
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fron of the grace and promiſes of God, nor 
confidence in God or Chriſt, which yetis 
neceſſary to obtain Salvation: But of 
F ait/-,ASit is a quality and power of belie- 
ving,the Apoſtle ſaith, That ſome having 
loſt a good conſcience, have made ſhipwrack_ 
of their faith. | 


The Deputies queſtion: 


9 Whether the faithful by the grace of 
the New Teſtament can inthis life perfetily 
keep the Law of God? 


T he Oppoſite ſtating of the Queſtion. 


9 Whzther God require of people nuder 
the New Teſtament diftenſation , that the 
fleſh ſhould not luſt againff the Spirit, as 4 
duty arſmering to the grace of that cove- 
nant, or xo? 


4 


Solution. 


The performance of the Law is to be va- 
lued according to the mind of the giver, 
who becauſe either he expeRs it ar” 

| _. 
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'; ſerictly obſervedin the higheſt degree of 
perfeftion;.or moderately , our anſwer 
| only ſhall de' twofold, viz: -shat a man. 
bf... cannot m0 Þ 29m the Law. of 
', God, asit is confideredin the rigid ſenſe; 
but if moderately;,and ſrength-conferred | 
$/ -proportionableto the demand, which is, 
'- - whenperformanceis required byGoſpel- 
- Covenant, we anſwer that it may be per- 
fectly kept ; but the queſtion of the pow- 
&r to” keep: it is not: of ſych moment as 
Anugrn/tin: faith; S» 4 man confeſs that it 


may be effefted by thie grace of Chriſt. 


ETN ES. 


WP: Errata.  *.- | 
&. , Page4. line 33. for Volege read Dolege. Peg. 
\ 1.1,for by me, read of me. p.34.1.20., donation of 
* \ theperſeverance,dele. the.p.46. 1. 17. r. ventila- 
' wed-p46.l.g.r.aquuen.p,6y. tor pede: quared- in 
} | the marg, read 3 2. {a for 23, inthemarg. ſec 35. 
+ Þ-20,1.11.r.ſaluriferouvs.p.72.1.38 tor man.r.men, 
* $316.22 for-imiuerionr. initiacion.p. 142» 1.1, 
el wechi ovght to be.p.744.1.4.del. bur, 


